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THE  CUBAN  MARCH  13TH  TUGBOAT 
INCroENT 


WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  25,  1995 

House  of  Representatives, 
Committee  on  International  Relations, 
Subcommittee  on  Western  Hemisphere, 

Washington,  DC. 

The  subcommittee  met,  pursuant  to  call,  at  2:03  p.m.  in  room 
2172,  Ravbum  House  Office  Building,  Hon.  Dan  Burton  (chairman 
of  the  suDcommittee)  presiding, 

Mr.  Burton.  Unfortunately,  we  are  going  to  have  a  series  of  re- 
corded votes  and  I  don't  want  to  start  this  hearing  until  we  are 
really  all  equipped  and  ready  to  go. 

Mr.  Torricelli,  my  good  left  arm,  is  not  yet  here.  So  rather  than 
break  up  shortly  after  we  convene,  I  think  we  will  recess,  go  to  the 
floor  and  vote  and  we  will  try  to  get  back  in  about  the  next  15  min- 
utes. So  please  bear  with  us.  We  will  recess  till  the  votes  are  com- 
pleted. 

[Recess.] 

Mr.  Burton.  The  subcommittee  will  come  to  order. 

I  apologize  for  our  tardiness,  but  unfortunately,  we  had  a  series 
of  three  votes  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 

Before  we  recognize  our  first  panel,  our  good  friend  Representa- 
tive Diaz-Balart,  we  will  have  our  opening  statements. 

First  of  all,  I  am  pleased  to  welcome  all  of  you  in  attendance  to 
the  first  hearing  of  the  Subcommittee  on  the  Western  Hemisphere 
of  the  104h  Congress.  I  am  also  gratified  to  have  been  appointed 
the  first  Republican  chairman  of  this  subcommittee  which  oversees 
a  very  critical  region  in  terms  of  U.S.  foreign  policy. 

I  would  like  first  of  all  to  say  how  pleased  I  am  to  welcome  the 
ranking  minority  member,  Mr.  Torricelli,  whom  I  respect  and  look 
forward  to  working  with.  As  chairman  of  this  subcommittee  in  the 
previous  Congress,  Congressman  Torricelli  did  an  outstanding  job 
in  advancing  American  interests  in  our  hemisphere.  I  want  to  note 
particularly  his  historic  role  in  crafting  the  Cuban  Democracy  Act. 
It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  work  with  him  then,  and  I  look  forward 
to  continuing  to  work  together  with  him  to  advance  the  cause  of 
freedom  in  Cuba  and  to  deal  with  other  Latin  American  problems 
now  that  I  have  succeeded  him  as  chairman. 

I  also  want  to  welcome  the  other  members  of  our  subcommittee, 
including  two  out  of  three  of  our  outstanding  Cuban  American  Rep- 
resentatives, Bob  Menendez  and  Ileana  Ros-Lehtinen.  The  other 
being  Lincoln  Diaz-Balart,  on  the  Rules  Committee,  the  very  pow- 
erful Rules  Committee,  who  has  gone  on  to  work  in  that  area  and 
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who  will  be  our  first  witness  today.  Our  Cuban  American  members 
will  be  especially  helpful  in  helping  to  illuminate  the  horrors  of  the 
Castro  dictatorship. 

Ileana  is  also,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  one  of  our  vice  chairman  of 
this  subcommittee.  The  other  is  our  good  fiiend  Elton  Gallegly  of 
California.  I  look  forward  to  working  with  all  of  you. 

We  are  holding  our  first  hearing  today  on  Cuba.  This  is  appro- 
priate, as  Cuba  will  be  a  very  high  priority  for  this  subcommittee. 
As  the  last  imdemocratic  or  Communist  country  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere,  Cuba  is  worthy  of  our  close  attention. 

As  an  egregious  violator  of  the  human  rights  of  his  own  people 
and  as  a  cynical  manipulator  of  their  misery,  Castro's  dictatorship 
must  be  exposed  for  what  it  is  and  we  must  do  our  part  to  replace 
it  with  a  true  and  fi"ee  democratic  republic. 

Castro  and  his  henchmen  have  held  the  people  of  Cuba  in  virtual 
prison  for  over  three  and  a  half  decades.  The  Cuban  people  have 
endured  far  more  than  their  quota  of  suffering  during  that  time. 

It  is  my  firmest  hope  that  before  long,  the  Cuban  people  will  be 
rid  of  the  Castro  dictatorship  and  will  be  able  finally  to  launch 
their  start  in  fi^eedom.  The  decrepit  and  corrupt  Castro  regime  is 
desperate,  desperate  to  stay  in  power  and  desperate  to  sustain  the 
lives  that  they  have  used  to  stay  in  power  for  35  years. 

We  must  not  do  anything  to  assist  Castro  and  his  thugs  now 
when  their  time  is  clearly  running  out.  It  is  imperative  that  we 
stay  the  course,  maintain  the  pressure,  and  keep  faith  with  the 
people  of  Cuba.  I  believe  there  is  strong  bipartisan  support  and 
consensus  on  this  matter. 

Precisely  for  this  reason,  it  is  extremely  distressing  to  hear  indi- 
cations that  there  may  be  some  in  the  administration  who  believe 
that  the  pressure  on  Castro  should  be  softened  and  that  the  embar- 
go should  be  loosened  or  lifted. 

In  particular,  I  have  been  informed  that  Morton  Halperin,  who 
could  not  be  confirmed  by  the  Senate  for  a  senior  Defense  Depart- 
ment position  and  was  therefore  appointed  by  President  Clinton  to 
the  National  Security  Council  where  Senate  confirmation  is  not  re- 
quired, is  promoting  the  view  that  the  time  is  right  to  go  easy  on 
Fidel.  Thus,  last  month  a  trial  balloon  was  floated  on  a  proposal 
of  letting  the  official  Cuban  news  service  open  offices  in  the  United 
States. 

I  can  assure  the  administration  that  any  impression  of  conduct- 
ing business  as  usual  with  Fidel  Castro  will  be  firmly  resisted  by 
this  subcommittee.  Castro  is  strapped  for  cash  and  will  do  what- 
ever he  has  to  in  order  to  obtain  hard  currency.  For  the  sake  of  the 
Cuban  people,  we  must  deny  him  this  lifeline  and  we  must  do  what 
we  can  to  discourage  others  from  providing  that  lifeline. 

We  want  to  look  very  carefully  at  other  countries  such  as  Mexico 
who  provide  in  various  forms,  aid,  comfort  and  sustenance  to  the 
Castro  regime.  In  the  words  of  Margaret  Thatcher,  now  is  not  the 
time  to  go  wobbly  on  one  of  the  world's  last  remaining  Stalinists. 

Our  hearing  today  will  focus  on  a  horrible,  horrible  incident 
which  took  place  last  July  and  which  shows  clearly  the  essence  of 
the  Castro  regime.  The  details  of  this  barbaric,  heinous  incident 
will  be  revealed  at  this  afternoon's  hearing. 


It  is  sufficient  to  say  at  this  time  that  we  choose  to  focus  on  this 
tragedy  because  it  provides  a  window  through  which  we  see  clearly 
the  character  of  the  Castro  regime.  We  often  find  that  a  person's 
core  values  manifest  themselves  in  that  person's  actions.  The  same 
thing  is  true  for  governments. 

Nothing  better  exemplifies  the  values  and  the  very  soul  of  the 
Castro  dictatorship  than  the  horrible  atrocity  he  carried  out  on  a 
quiet  early  morning  last  year  on  March  13  against  the  men,  women 
and  children. 

The  goal  of  this  subcommittee,  the  main  goal  of  this  subcommit- 
tee over  the  next  2  years — and  I  believe  the  majority  of  this  sub- 
committee will  support  that,  if  not  all  of  us — will  be  to  see  to  it 
that  the  Castro  regime  cannot  exist,  cannot  stay  in  power,  and  that 
we  will  be  able  to,  with  the  assistance  of  others,  force  him  from 
power  and  restore  freedom,  democracy  and  human  rights  to  Cuba. 
That  is  our  number-one  priority  as  a  subcommittee. 

And  with  that,  I  will  be  very  happy  to  yield  to  my  dear  colleague 
and  friend,  Mr.  Torricelli. 

Mr.  Torricelli.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  very  much,  and  con- 
gratulations on  your  chairmanship  on  this  subcommittee. 

I  kiiow  in  Havana  the  changes  that  came  in  Congress,  my  loss 
of  this  chairmanship  of  this  subcommittee  was  probably  regarded 
as  good  and  welcome  news.  Well,  soon  it  will  be  discovered  by  Mr. 
Castro's  government  that  things  just  got  worse. 

There  are  two  new  feared  words  in  the  vocabulary  of  Cuban 
American  relations:  Dan  Burton.  And  for  those  who  believe  that 
there  are  divisions  in  this  Congress,  by  party  or  even  by  ideology 
on  the  question  of  American  relations  with  Cuba,  they  need  only 
look  to  this  subcommittee,  for  we  are  together  across  all  lines,  a 
common  policy  of  ending  the  dictatorship. 

Mr.  Chairman,  under  your  administration  of  this  subcommittee, 
we  can  make  new  and  exciting  changes  in  the  movement  toward 
freedom  for  the  Cuban  people.  Mr.  Menendez'  legislation  on  the 
internationalization  of  the  embargo,  Mr.  Diaz-Balart  and  I  have  of- 
fered legislation  denjdng  access  to  those  who  would  purchase  con- 
fiscated American  property.  There  are  a  number  of  legislative  ini- 
tiatives. 

We  continue  to  tighten  international  restrictions  on  the  dictator- 
ship. None  will  be  as  important  as  simply  assuring  that  the  inter- 
national commimity  knows  the  truth.  And  that  is  what  today  is  all 
about. 

Mr.  Castro's  undoing  and  the  most  powerful  statement  against 
him  has  always  been  his  own  deeds.  The  senseless,  tragic  murder 
of  people  on  March  13  is  the  best  evidence  of  what  he  is  about,  the 
depths  to  which  his  government  will  go  to  keep  power. 

And  so,  in  this  first  meeting  of  our  subcommittee,  it  is  both  fit- 
ting and  appropriate  that  we  begin  by  looking  at  the  deeds  of  the 
Castro  dictatorship  and  helping  the  world  to  understand.  We  all 
have  simply  one  great  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  that  it  is  in  this 
Congress,  under  your  wateh,  while  this  subcommittee  meets,  that 
this  can  be  the  last  times  that  there  is  a  need  to  come  together  and 
try  to  help  the  Cuban  people  regain  their  freedom. 

Good  luck  to  you  in  these  2  years.  You  have  all  of  our  support. 

Mr.  Burton.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Torricelli. 


I  look  forward  to  working  with  you.  I  understand  that  Radio 
Marti  and  TV  Marti,  two  of  our  great  instruments  of  democracy, 
are  here  with  us  and  are  broadcasting  this  hearing  Hve  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Cuba. 

Nothing  promotes  freedom  more  efficiently  than  the  simple  truth. 
I  am  therefore  very  happy  to  welcome  Radio  Marti  and  TV  Marti 
and  all  of  the  people  listening  in  Cuba  to  this  hearing. 

And  with  that,  I  will  be  very  happy  to  introduce  my  good  friend 
and  Cuban  American,  Ileana  Ros-Lehtinen. 

Ms.  Ros-Lehtinen.  Thank  you  so  much,  Mr.  Chairman. 

First  I  want  to  congratulate  you  on  being  selected  chairman  of 
the  Subcommittee  on  uie  Western  Hemisphere.  Under  your  leader- 
ship the  subcommittee  will  continue  to  promote  human  rights,  free- 
dom and  democracy  throughout  our  hemisphere  as  it  did  so  under 
the  guidance  of  our  dear  fnend.  Bob  Torricelli. 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  conducting  the  first  hearing  in  this  Con- 
gress on  the  brutal  sinking — ^by  the  goons  of  the  Castro  regime — 
on  the  sinking  of  the  March  13  tu^oat.  I  believe  this  sends  a 
strong  signal  to  the  Castro  regime  that  the  U.S.  Congress  will  con- 
tinue to  forcefully  condemn  its  human  rights  violations  and  that 
the  American  people  remain  in  solidarity  with  the  people  in  Cuba 
in  their  struggle  for  freedom. 

Although  we  are  now  accustomed  to  expecting  the  cruelest  and 
most  barbaric  acts  from  the  Castro  regime,  this  incident  ranks 
among  the  most  inhumane  and  the  most  monstrous  that  the  re- 
gime has  committed  in  its  35  years  of  totalitarian  rule. 

By  now,  all  of  us  know  the  gory  details.  A  tugboat  filled  with 
over  70  passengers  was  allowed  on  purpose  to  sail  7  miles  from  the 
coast  and  then  was  mercilessly  attacked  with  water  cannons  and 
rammed  continuously  by  the  Castro  regime  until  the  tugboat  was 
split  in  half.  Fathers  and  mothers  held  up  their  sons  and  daughters 
up  to  full  view  in  hopes  that  some  feelings  of  compassion  would 
arise  from  Castro's  thugs,  but  to  no  avail,  of  course. 

After  ramming  and  attacking  the  boat,  survivors  have  reported 
that  the  Cuban  vessel  sailed  in  circles  around  the  damaged  tugboat 
so  as  to  create  a  whirlpool  effect  that  would  eventually  lead  to  the 
slow  death  of  the  Cuban  refugees  in  the  ocean. 

The  sinking  of  the  tugboat  was  brutality  of  such  magnitude  that 
it  has  been  called  the  Tiananmen  Square  of  Cuba.  The  indiscrimi- 
nate murder  of  dozens  of  Cubans  led  the  people  of  Cuba  to  dem- 
onstrate massively  in  the  street,  forgetting  that  they  were  putting 
their  lives  on  the  line.  The  people,  tired  of  the  repression  and  the 
control  of  Castro,  demonstrated  in  various  neighborhoods  of  Ha- 
vana, chanting  "libertad,  libertad." 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  a  crucial  time  for  U.S.  policy  toward  Cuba. 
Unfortunately,  the  indications  are  that  the  current  administration 
has  fumbled  its  policy  toward  the  island  and  has  in  fact  missed  a 
great  opportunity  to  reassert  our  firmness  against  the  Castro  re- 
gime. 

The  Clinton  administration  has  chosen  accommodation  with  Cas- 
tro instead  of  increasing  political  and  economic  pressure  on  the  re- 
gime. Indeed,  the  Clinton  administration  has  proven  that  it  has  no 
intention  to  stare  down  Castro.  Instead,  the  administration  has 
chosen  a  road  of  dialogue  and  negotiations  which  will  inevitably 


lead  to  nowhere  but  to  allow  Castro  to  remain  in  power  for  a  longer 
time. 

A  case  in  point  is  the  ongoing  talks  between  the  administration 
and  the  regime.  The  recently  completed  third  round  of  talks  have 
been  portrayed  by  the  administration  as  harmless  and  only  di- 
rected at  measuring  the  progress  of  the  immigration  agreement. 

But  these  talks  are  not  harmless.  These  talks  give  Castro  the 
credibility  he  does  not  enjoy  nor  that  he  deserves.  It  places  a  tyrant 
murderer  of  thousands  of  people  at  the  same  level  as  a  free  and 
generous  democratic  nation  such  as  ours,  and  this  is  wrong. 

The  administration  chooses  to  negotiate  with  a  regime  which 
blamed  the  tugboat  sinking  which  has  left  more  than  40  Cuban 
people  dead,  mostly  women  and  children,  upon  the  United  States. 
It  was  Raul  Castro,  after  all,  who  blamed  the  incident  on  the  Unit- 
ed States  when  he  said,  "The  lives  lost  on  the  bottom  of  the  sea 
have  to  be  blamed  first  on  all  the  U.S.,  is  due  to  their  permanent 
aggressive  attitude  against  our  country," 

Raul  Castro  proceeded  to  add  that  the  pursuing  Cuban  boats 
were  just  trying  to  deter  the  refugee  vessel  from  making  what  he 
called  a  death  trip.  The  administration's  policy  chooses  to  dialogue 
with  a  despot  who  has  enslaved  the  Cuban  people  for  over  35 
years,  who  has  denied  the  people  fundamental  freedoms,  such  as 
freedom  of  speech,  press,  assembly  and  the  right  to  freely  elect 
their  government  representatives,  a  regime  which  has  created  one 
of  the  most  advanced  police  states  ever  known  and  one  who  has  at- 
tempted to  export  its  system  to  the  rest  of  the  hemisphere. 

Indeed,  already  through  its  policy  toward  the  rafters,  the  Presi- 
dent has  already  given  up  the  high  moral  ground  in  the  United 
States  that  we  had  previously  held  in  our  continued  struggle  to 
bring  democracy  and  liberty  to  the  island.  The  administration  has 
turned  a  dream  of  freedom  into  a  nightmare  for  thousands  of 
rafters  who  are  forced  to  live  in  precarious  conditions  as  time 
passes  by  aimlessly. 

I  hope  that  the  today's  four  refugee  witnesses,  in  addition  to  tell- 
ing us  about  the  brutal  attack  on  their  vessel,  will  also  address  the 
conditions  at  Guantanamo.  Lincoln  Diaz-Balart  and  I  went  to 
Guantanamo  with  the  guidance  of  the  CODEL  of  Bob  Torricelli, 
and  met  with  the  survivors  of  the  tugboat  and  understand  the 
harsh  conditions  that  these  survivors  live  daily  in  Guantanamo. 

At  the  same  time  we  are  interested  in  hearing  from  Dennis  Hays 
about  the  administration's  future  plan  for  these  refugees. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  recently  completed  Summit  of  the  Americas 
was  a  celebration  of  the  expansion  of  democracy  and  prosperity  in 
our  hemisphere.  However,  this  celebration  will  not  be  complete,  as 
all  of  us  know,  until  Cuba  joins  the  family  of  free  and  democratic 
nations.  And  to  accomplish  this,  we  cannot  continue  down  the  path 
of  accommodation  with  Castro. 

We  have  to  strengthen  the  embargo  by  lobbjdng  effectively  and 
actively  in  the  United  Nations  and  in  other  international  forums 
for  the  internationalization  of  the  embargo  on  Cuba.  Additionally, 
we  have  to  end  the  current  policy  which  punishes  rafters  searching 
for  freedom  and  indeed  allows  Castro  to  make  immigration  the 
main  problem  between  the  United  States  and  Cuba. 


Most  importantly,  we  need  to  continue  to  prove  to  the  Cuban 
people  that  we  stand  on  their  side  in  their  efforts  to  create  a  more 
democratic  government  in  Cuba.  Unfortunately,  I  believe  some 
have  lost  trust  in  our  commitment.  It  is  time  to  revive  that  trust 
and  increase  our  pressure  upon  Castro. 

Lincoln  Diaz-Balart  and  I  received  100,000  signatures  this  Mon- 
day morning  from  the  archdiocese  of  Miami  expressing  the  desire 
of  the  parishioners  to  have  freedom  and  liberty  for  the  rafters  in 
Guantanamo  and  Panama,  We  today  had  the  opportunity  to 
present  them  to  Ambassador  Skol,  Mr.  Hays,  Mr.  Nuccio,  and  we 
hope  that  with  the  guidance  also  of  our  esteemed  chairman,  that 
that  liberty  and  democracy  will  come  soon. 

I  am  also  pleased  to  see  in  our  audience  students  from  my  con- 
gressional district,  who  also  signed  the  petitions,  here  from  La- 
Salle.  If  you  could  raise  your  hands.  These  are  individuals  who 
were  born,  raised  in  this  country,  yet  feel  very  much  at  home  in 
the  Cuban  community  as  well  and  feel  for  the  rafters.  And  I  am 
glad  that  their  signatures  are  joining  the  100,000  that  we  were  col- 
lecting. 

Also  with  us  is  Metro-Dade  Commissioner  Pedro  Referedo,  who 
has  been  leading  the  charge  down  home  to  make  sure  those  voices 
are  heard.  We  welcome  you  to  our  subcommittee  Mr.  Referedo. 

I  am  very  pleased  that  we  now  have  two  members  of  our  commit- 
tee who  are  moving  on  to  very  important  posts  where  they  will  be 
very  helpful  in  our  quest  for  freedom  and  democracy  for  the  Cuban 
people:  Peter  Deutsch,  who  is  going  to  be  a  strong  voice  for  our  con- 
cern in  the  Commerce  Committee,  and  Lincoln  Diaz-Balart,  in  the 
very  influential  Rules  Committee. 

Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Ms.  Ros-Lehtinen  appears  in  the  ap- 
pendix.] 

Mr.  Burton.  Thank  you,  Ileana. 

The  chair  now  recognizes  Bob  Menendez  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Menendez.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Chairman,  on  a  bipartisan  note,  let  me  first  of  all  congratu- 
late you  on  your  chairmanship.  I  want  to  echo  what  Bob  Torricelli 
had  to  say.  Certainly  as  someone  who  has  watched  you  for  the  last 
2  years,  not  only  as  it  relates  to  Cuba  where  you  have  consistently 
been  a  supporter  of  our  efforts,  but  in  different  parts  of  the  world 
your  promotion  of  freedom  and  democracy  is  outstanding  and  I  look 
forward  to  serving  with  you  on  the  subcommittee  and  congratulate 
you. 

Some  people,  Mr.  Chairman,  may  not  really  realize  how  impor- 
tant this  hearing  really  is.  Unfortunatelv,  this  incident  involves  a 
double  tragedy.  Except  for  those  who  follow  events  in  Communist 
Cuba  closely,  this  brutal  act  of  murder  committed  off  the  coast  of 
Havana  last  July  13  by  Fidel  Castro's  henchmen  went  largely  unre- 
ported in  our  media. 

Let  me  give  you  an  example.  The  Washington  Post,  which  for 
years  has  been  writing  glowingly  about  so-called  political  economic 
reforms  in  Cuba  had  nothing,  nothing  to  report  on  this  incident 
until  July  22. 

On  that  date,  the  Post  reprinted  another  paper's  editorial  on  the 
issue.  Curiously,  3  days  later,  a  paid  advertisement  by  Dade  Coun- 


ty  Commissioner  Pedro  Referedo,  who  is  here  with  us,  explained 
the  incident  on  their  pages  which  until  then  they  had  considered 
irrelevant. 

I  would  like  to  quote  from  Mr.  Referedo's  ad  in  the  Post.  It  said, 
'Tou  may  ask  why  I  am  spending  thousands  to  tell  the  story  that 
would  have  been  front-page  news.  I  am  doing  it  because  I  believe 
that  you  should  be  aware  of  what  is  happening  only  90  miles  away 
from  our  shores.  Also  because  the  United  States  has  been  good  to 
me.  The  people  of  this  country  gave  me  shelter  when  I  too  came 
as  a  refugee.  You  gave  me  the  opportunity  to  work,  to  raise  my 
daughters  in  a  free  land.  You  granted  me  the  honor  of  becoming 
an  American  citizen  and  to  be  elected  to  several  positions  in  South 
Florida." 

I  want  to  take  a  moment,  if  I  may  with  your  indulgence,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  introduce  Commissioner  Referedo,  from  the  Sixth 
District  of  Dade  County,  Florida,  and  Miss  Bonita  Martin  of  the 
Transit  Home  for  Refugees,  which  does  an  outstanding  job  in  Key 
West,  or  the  [speaking  Spanish],  as  we  call  it. 

Mr.  Referedo  has  something  I  think  the  subcommittee  should 
have  during  the  course  of  its  consideration.  It  is  the  actual  wooden 
name  board  of  the  13th  of  March  tugboat  that  this  hearing  is  all 
about.  It  was  discovered  by  a  fisherman,  a  Mr.  Julio  Abinoa  and 
Mr.  Guillermo  San  Pedro,  physical  proof  beyond  the  proof  that  we 
will  hear  of  the  testimony  today,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  brutality  of 
this  act. 

Mr.  Burton.  If  the  gentleman  would  yield,  why  don't  we  set  that 
right  there  where  everyone  can  see  it.  I  think  it  is  a  perfect  exam- 
ple of  what  we  are  talking  about,  and  should  be  viewed  by  every- 
one, especially  the  TV  audience. 

Mr.  Menendez.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

I  would  like  to  introduce  into  the  record  documents  provided  by 
the  Commissioner,  including  an  affidavit  by  the  fishermen  who  dis- 
covered— regarding  their  discovery  of  the  name  board. 

Of  course,  the  other  side  of  the  tragedy  consists  of  the  grief  and 
suffering  of  the  families  and  relatives  of  those  who  were  killed.  I 
will  defer  to  the  witnesses  on  that.  One  of  them  who  is  here  with 
us  tonight,  Janet  Hernandez  Gutierrez,  spoke  courageously  to  the 
world  about  the  barbarity.  I  included  her  testimony  over  Radio 
Marti  and  the  people  in  Cuba  who  are  listening  should  recognize 
that  we  do  get  as  much  as  we  transmit,  we  hear  back  from  you, 
as  well  through  Radio  Marti.  I  included  it  in  the  Congressional 
Record. 

And  I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman — I  saw  that  you  did  a  very  touching 
thing.  You  gave  them  a  U.S.  flag  as  a  memento  here.  I  would  hope 
that  the  U.S.  Government  would  give  someone  who  was  willing  to 
take  the  political  risk  within  Cuba  to  talk  about  the  barbarities 
and  the  risk  and  what  happened  to  her  and  her  family  and  40 
other  Cubans,  I  would  hope  that  the  United  States  would  give 
them  political  asylum  here  because  in  fact  there  can  be  for  them 
no  returning  to  Cfuba.  Their  lives  would  clearly  be  in  jeopardy,  and 
we  as  a  country  must  reward  that  type  of  courage  of  dissidence 
within  a  country  who  are  willing  to  take  the  risk  and  speak  out. 

And  I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  your  help  we  could  join  together 
and  seek  in  their  case  that  such  political  asylum. 
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And,  finally,  this  is  a  third  side  to  this  tragedy.  The  sinking  of 
the  13th  of  March  is  the  Tiananmen  Square  of  the  36-vear-old 
Cuban  dictatorship.  The  anger  and  outrage  over  this  incident  felt 
by  the  Cuban  people  was  manifest  2  short  months  later  when 
30,000 — up  to  30,000  Cubans  took  to  the  streets  of  Havana  on  Au- 
gust 5  in  an  historical  and  unprecedented  anti-Castro  demonstra- 
tion. 

Days  later,  a  nervous  Castro  set  off  yet  another  mass  exodus  of 
Cubans  to  the  United  States  in  order  to  ease  the  pressure  on  his 
dictatorship.  Thirty  thousand  fled.  The  rest  is  history,  and  I  would 
hope  he  would  move  on  in  making  sure  that  there  is  the  oppor- 
tunity for  those  who  fled  to  be  reunited  here  with  their  families  in 
the  United  States. 

But  even  then  Castro  could  not  do  one  of  the  things  which  he  has 
never  been  able  to  do.  He  could  not  shut  up  the  Cuban  people.  He 
could  not  silence  them. 

We  will  have  before  us  today  the  dramatic  testimony  of  survivors 
of  this  incident  who  had  the  courage  to  tell  the  world  the  truth 
about  Castro's  acts  of  murder.  Their  voices  are  the  conscience  of  an 
entire  nation  living  under  the  yolk  of  a  tyrant.  Their  views  are 
voices  of  hope,  hope  that  this  island  nation  whose  brutal  govern- 
ment is  more  thoroughly  isolated  than  others  in  the  world  will  sur- 
vive and  will  overcome  Castro's  nightmare,  just  as  these  witnesses 
before  us  today  have  survived  and  overcome. 

Today,  these  proceedings  are  being  broadcast,  as  you  so  well  stat- 
ed, Mr.  Chairman,  throughout  Cuba  through  Radio  Marti.  Accord- 
ing to  a  USIA  survey,  Radio  Marti  is  the  second  most  popular 
media  in  Cuba. 

So  let  us  send  a  message  to  the  Cuban  people  from  the  halls  of 
Congress.  Let  it  be  a  message  of  hope  and  solidarity.  They  should 
note  that  the  American  Government  stands  in  solidarity  with  them 
and  is  ready  to  assist  them. 

On  October  3,  1994,  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  expressed 
its  solidarity  when  it  voted  413-0  to  condemn  the  Castro  dictator- 
ship for  the  sinking  of  the  13th  of  March,  a  resolution  that  I  was 
privileged  to  offer.  But  the  Cuban  people  must  know  that  it  is  up 
to  them  to  take  their  future  into  their  hands. 

I  believe  we  should  have  a  message  for  them.  Your  destiny  is  in 
your  own  hands,  and  once  you  liberate  yourself  from  Castro's  tyr- 
anny, the  United  States  will  be  ready  to  assist  you  responsibly  in 
assisting  you  to  a  democratic  government. 

That  is  what  one  of  my  pieces  of  legislation  cosponsored  by  most 
of  the  members  of  the  committee,  in  fact,  proposes.  On  August  5 
you  demonstrated  historicallv  and  clearly  vou  no  longer  fear  Fidel 
and  you  no  longer  fear  Raul  and  you  no  longer  fear  the  forces  of 
repression.  You  must  know  that  despite  what  Castro's  propaganda 
agents  and  the  media  that  he  controls  tells  you,  the  United  States 
has  no  interest  in  ruling  Cuba.  It  does  not  plan  to  invade  Cuba. 
It  has  only  peaceful  intentions  toward  Cuba. 

The  United  States  asks  Cuba  simply  to  respect  the  human  rights 
of  its  own  people.  Let  them  vote  for  whomever  they  wish  to  rule 
them.  Let  the  courageous  opposition  within  Cuba  organize  politi- 
cally and  express  themselves  freely  without  the  threat  of  retribu- 
tion by  Castro's  guards. 


In  short,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  Cuba  be  free.  Thirty-six  years  is  just 
way  too  long. 

Thank  you. 

Mr.  Burton.  Thank  you  very  much.  Representative  Menendez. 

Let  me  just  sav  I  echo  your  sentiments  about  the  lack  of  coverage 
of  this  atrocity  that  took  place.  We  recall  when  Tiananmen  Square 
took  place,  the  whole  world  watched  in  horror  for  some  time.  And 
when  this  was  reported,  it  was  reported  so  sparsely  that  almost  no- 
body knew  about  it.  Hopefully,  today  will  correct  that  somewhat, 
and  I  appreciate  your  comments. 

With  that,  I  will  be  very  happy  to  yield  to  my  colleague  from 
New  Jersey,  Chris  Smith. 

Mr.  Smith.  I  thank  you  for  yielding,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  want  to 
thank  you  for  this  hearing.  It  says  a  lot  about  this  distinguished 
Congress  and  Dan  Burton  that  the  first  hearing  sponsored  oy  any 
subcommittee  on  the  Committee  on  International  Relations  goes  to 
the  very  heart  of  what  U.S.  foreign  policy  should  be  all  about. 

The  13th  of  March  massacre  speaks  volumes  about  the  true  na- 
ture of  the  Castro  regime.  The  official  U.S.  reaction  to  the  massacre 
unfortunately  speaks  volumes  about  the  current  state  of  our  for- 
eign policy. 

For  over  30  years,  the  United  States  welcomed  people  who  man- 
aged to  escape  from  the  totalitarian  Government  of  Cuba,  often  at 
great  risk  to  their  lives.  This  humanitarian  policy  had  broad  bipar- 
tisan support  as  it  does  on  this  committee.  President  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy cited  the  Cuban  refugees  as  an  example  of  the  stark  contrast 
between  the,  "self-discipline  of  the  free  and  the  iron  discipline  of 
the  mailed  fist."  President  Ronald  Reagan  cited  the  boat  people  of 
Cuba  as  those  for  whom  the  United  States  should  always  remain 
a  refuge,  a  "shining  city  on  a  hill." 

The  most  compelling  reason  for  the  recognition  of  refugee  status 
of  Cuban  escapees  is  uiat  the  Castro  regime  is  among  the  few  gov- 
ernments in  the  world  that  treats  people  who  leave  tne  country  as 
political  criminals.  The  Cuban  Government  calls  the  refugees 
gusanos,  or  worms,  and  frequently  subiects  them  to  substantial 
prison  sentences  for  such  crimes  as  "dangerousness"  and  being 
"disaffected  with  the  revolutionary  process."  Cubans  convicted  of 
the  crime  of  illegal  exit  are  believed  to  constitute  the  largest  class 
of  political  prisoners  in  Cuba. 

The  13th  of  March  massacre,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  a  particularly 
shocking  instance  of  the  Cuban  Grovernment's  policy  toward  refu- 
gees. We  have  no  reason  to  believe  it  was  an  isolated  incident. 

What  is  truly  shocking  was  the  U.S.  Government's  reaction  to 
the  incident.  Incredibly,  only  2  months  later,  the  Clinton  adminis- 
tration made  a  deal  with  Fidel  Castro  essentially  deputizing  him 
as  our  special  agent  in  charge  of  keeping  people  locked  up  in  Cuba. 

The  agreement  stated  that  the  Cuban  Government  was  to  use, 
"mainly  persuasive  methods"  in  stopping  the  flow  of  refugees.  It  did 
not  say  what  methods  should  be  used  if,  "persuasion"  did  not  work. 
And  after  the  13th  of  March  massacre,  our  Government  cannot 
claim  ignorance  and  not  to  know  about  the  Castro  regime's  meth- 
ods of  persuading  people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  hearing  speaks  to  the  question  of  what  role 
human  rights  and  basic  decency  are  to  play  in  our  foreign  policy. 
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Are  they  just  ideals  to  which  we  pay  lip  service  but  which  we 
quickly  discard  when  they  conflict  with  some  other  concern  such  as 
trade  or  immigration  policy? 

I  would  interject  parenthetically:  remember  what  happened  to 
Most-Favored-Nation  status  and  human  rights  in  China  when  none 
of  the  conditions  for  MFN  conditions  were  met  by  the  Chinese  Gov- 
ernment with  regard  to  human  rights?  That  accord,  that  Executive 
order  was  ripped  up  to  shreds  and  human  rights  was  delinked. 

Or  does  the  idea  that  we  are  the  United  States  of  America,  Mr. 
Chairman,  hopefully  the  good  guys,  impose  any  moral  restraints  on 
our  foreign  policy?  We  must  decide  whether  the  world,  especially 
as  it  relates  to  U.S.  foreign  policy,  has  entered  an  age  in  which  mo- 
rality and  philosophy  are  just  distractions  or  whether  we  still  be- 
lieve that  good  and  evil  are  always  at  work  in  the  world.  And  we 
must  decide  whether  we  will  have  the  will,  the  will,  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  act  on  the  consequences  of  that  belief. 

I  look  forward  to  the  testimony  of  our  witnesses,  brave  and  cou- 
rageous people.  I  would  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  at  this  point  in  the 
record  that  a  very  incisive  op  ed  piece  that  was  written  by  Grover 
Joseph  Rees,  who  was  the  INS  general  counsel  from  1991  to  1993, 
entitled  "Clinton's  Iron  Curtain,"  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal  in  Sep- 
tember 1994,  be  included  in  the  record. 

I  would  also  note  parenthetically,  Mr.  Rees  has  agreed  to  join  as 
Chief  of  Staff  of  the  subcommittee  I  am  chairing  of  International 
Relations,  the  Human  Rights  Subcommittee. 

Mr.  Burton.  Without  objection. 

[The  article  appears  in  the  appendix.] 

Mr.  Burton.  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  his  comments. 

Before  I  yield  to  our  distinguished  guests,  let  me  just  say  we 
don't  have  the  5-minute  lights  but  we  are  trying  to  make  sure  that 
we  keep  everybody  in  attendance  and  get  through  the  testimony 
without  our  colleagues  going  to  sleep.  So  could  we  try  to  keep  our 
testimony  and  our  questioning  to  as  brief  as  possible. 

It  is  my  great  pleasure  to  introduce  my  colleague  and  good  friend 
the  Honorable  Lincoln  Diaz-Balart.  Like  our  other  colleagues, 
Ileana  Ros-Lehtinen  and  Bob  Menendez,  he  is  a  strong  and  tireless 
fighter  for  freedom,  not  only  in  Cuba  but  around  the  world — and 
he  is  very  eloquent,  I  might  add. 

In  the  last  Congress,  Congressman  Diaz-Balart  introduced  a  res- 
olution which  passed  413-1,  I  believe,  expressing  the  outrage  of  the 
U.S.  Congress  over  the  sinking  of  the  March  13.  It  is  an  honor  to 
welcome  him  as  our  first  witness  and  after  he  testifies,  I  will  be 
very  happy  to  recognize  our  colleague  as  well,  Peter  Deutsch  of 
Florida. 

STATEMENT  OF  HON.  LINCOLN  DLVZ-BALART,  A  REPRESENTA- 
TIVE IN  CONGRESS  FROM  THE  STATE  OF  FLORIDA 

Mr.  Diaz-Balart.  Thank  you,  Chairman  Burton. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  look  over  at  you  and  the  former  Chairman 
Torricelli  and  Mr.  Menendez  and  Ms.  Ros-Lehtinen  and  Mr.  Smith, 
and  I  think  really  the  majority  of  the  Members  of  this  Congress, 
representatives  of  the  American  people,  I  am  reminded  of  the 
words  of  Jose  Marti  when  said  [speaking  Spanish]:  When  there  are 
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many  men — meaning  many  people — ^without  dignity,  there  are  men 
who  have  the  dignity  of  many  men. 

When  we  focus  upon  at  this  occasion  the  crime  committed  on 
July  13,  the  cold-blooded  murder  of  men,  women  and  children  by 
the  Castro  dictatorship — and  I  would  seek  unanimous  consent  to 
introduce  into  the  record  an  article  by  a  Cuban  writer.  Hector 
Montiner,  where  he  offered  the  proof  that  the  Cuban  dictator  per- 
sonally ordered  the  sinking  of  the  tugboat — I  think  upon  the  fact 
that  this  is  but  one  example,  Mr.  Chairman,  one  example  of  the 
thousands  and  thousands  of  crimes  committed  by  the  genocidal  re- 
gime since  January  1969.  From  the  Roman  circus  light  shows  trials 
to  the  mass  executions  to  the  reversal  of  not-guilty  verdicts  person- 
ally by  the  dictator,  to  the  executions  where  before  the  firings  the 
victim's  blood  is  taken  from  their  bodies  before  they  are  taken  be- 
fore the  firing  squad  to  the  thousands  and  thousands  of  people  who 
have  passed  through  or  remained  in  the  political  gulags. 

I  think  of  Marti's  statement  and  when  I  am  taken  to  the  question 
of  why,  why  does  the  world,  as  Mr.  Chairman  pointed  out  and  oth- 
ers on  this  panel,  why  does  the  world  ignore  this?  Why  does  the 
world,  in  effect  much  of  the  world,  cover  up  the  crimes  of  Castro? 
Why  does  much  of  the  media — Congressman  Menendez  talked 
about  the  lack  of  coverage  in  the  Washington  Post.  Before  the  cov- 
erage that  occurred  in  the  Washington  Post,  the  first  time  in  which 
was  paid  for,  had  to  be  paid  for  by  Commissioner  Referedo. 

I  remember  reading  in  the  food  section  a  glorious  account  of  the 
restaurants  in  Havana,  of  how  wonderful  tne  food  is  in  the  res- 
taurants in  Havana  after  the  sinking  of  the  tugboat  and  before 
even  one  line  had  been  published  about  this  crime.  So  why  is  this — 
why  is  this  happening?  Why  does  much  of  the  media,  much  of  the 
business  world,  much  of  the  political  world  in  the  international 
community  continue  to  ignore  what  is  happening  in  Cuba? 

Marti  also  said,  Mr.  Chairman  [speaking  Spanish],  to  witness  a 
crime  in  silence  is  to  commit  it.  So  I  submit,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
much  of  the  world  today  is  helping  to  commit  the  crimes  of  Castro 
by  remaining  silent,  by  remaining  silent  in  the  face  of  continuous 
violations  of  human  rights  of  the  most  barbaric  kind. 

The  Summit  of  the  Americas,  as  Congresswoman  Ros-Lehtinen 
said,  was  held  just  some  weeks  ago  in  Miami.  After  36  years  of  to- 
talitarian dictatorship  in  a  nation  90  miles  from  our  shores,  Cuba 
was  not  only  not  officially  on  the  agenda,  it  was  officially  not  on 
the  agenda,  Mr.  Chairman.  Two  heads  of  state,  two  heads  of  state. 

During  the  deliberations  of  the  summit,  President  Menem  of  Ar- 
gentina and  President  Calderon  of  El  Salvador,  mentioned  the 
right  of  the  Cuban  people  to  the  right  of  freedom  and  democracy. 
And  many,  remain  and  remained  not  only  silent,  they  not  only  look 
the  other  way,  they  look  for  pretext  to  defend  the  barbarity  of  the 
Castro  regime,  to  prolong  the  barbarity  of  the  Castro  regime,  to 
consolidate  even  further  the  Castro  regime.  And  it  is  not  new.  Dur- 
ing the  Holocaust  we  saw — ^history  tells  us  about  how  people  tell 
us  about  Mussolini  making  trains  run  on  time.  Hitler  giving  a  prize 
to  the  German  people,  all  the  while  entire  races  were  targeted  for 
extermination. 

But  in  this  hemisphere,  we  have  never  before  seen  anything  like 
the  Castro  regime's  totalitarian  brutality  and  yet  much   of  the 
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world  and  much  of  this  hemisphere  speaks  of  things  like  the  Sec- 
retary General  of  the  organization  of  American  States  likes  to  re- 
peat the  need  for  so-called  "gradual  change."  Gradual  change  to- 
ward political  or  economic  reforms  in  Cuba,  or  even  accepting  Cas- 
tro, as  is,  back  into  the  regional  Eind  other  international  institu- 
tions. 

All  the  while  we  hear  excuses  for  the  coverup,  citing  the  literacy 
rate  here  or  a  public  health  statistic  here,  hiding  the  historical 
facts  even  on  those,  even  on  literacy,  even  on  education,  even  on 
health,  citing  the  true  facts  of  the  history  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba 
before  its  collapse  and  its  takeover  by  communism. 

There  are  too  many  pretexts,  Mr.  Chairman.  There  is  too  much 
silence. 

Last  night  we  heard  a  very  well-delivered  State  of  the  Union  Ad- 
dress, Mr.  Chairman,  with  a  number  of  foreign  policy  issues 
touched.  After  36  years,  did  we  hear  one  word  about  the  brutality 
of  the  Castro  regime,  the  regime  that  is  90  miles  from  our  shores, 
Mr.  Chairman?  We  did  not. 

We  in  the  United  States,  the  United  States  as  a  nation,  as  the 
only  superpower  on  earth,  that  is  the  greatest  democratic  success- 
ful experience  in  history  as  a  generous,  brave  and  noble  people,  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  have  a  great  responsibility  to  help  free  the  Cuban 
people  from  the  yolk  of  the  assassin  who  commits  crimes  like  the 
ones  that  you  will  be  hearing  testimony  about  today. 

It  is  not  only  a  moral  imperative,  it  is  a  practical  imperative  as 
well.  Because  while  the  assassin  drug  trafficker,  terrorist  remains 
in  power  in  the  heart  of  this  hemisphere,  it  will  not  be  able  to  con- 
solidate economic  prosperity,  it  will  not  be  able  to  consolidate  de- 
mocracy in  this  hemisphere  because,  as  Abraham  Lincoln  stated, 
Mr.  Chairman,  "A  house  divided  cannot  stand."  It  cannot  endure 
permanently  half  slave  and  half  free.  It  can't  have  a  hemisphere 
free  of  terrorism,  free  of  drug  trafficking,  free  of  instability,  free  of 
state  organized  blackmail,  with  a  haven  and  a  sanctuary  for  all  of 
those  things  in  the  middle  of  the  hemisphere  in  the  Castro  regime. 

The  Statesman  Benito  Juarez  of  Mexico  stated,  "Peace  is  the  re- 
spect of  the  rights  of  others."  There  can  be  no  peace,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, in  our  hemisphere  while  there  is  a  regime  in  our  midst  at 
war  with  its  own  people  and  at  war  in  irregular  ways  continuously, 
as  we  saw  this  summer  with  the  so-called  refugee  crisis,  at  war 
often  with  our  country  in  the  middle  of  our  hemisphere. 

And  so,  Mr.  Chairman,  though  a  marvelous  opportunity  was 
missed  last  August  to  bring  about  an  end  to  the  suffering  of  the 
Cuban  people,  we  must  help  them  achieve  their  freedom  so  that 
there  will  never  again  be  another  13th  of  March. 

Let  us  recall  that  the  only  reason  that  we  know  about  this  inci- 
dent is  because  there  are  survivors.  I  remember  Ileana  Ros- 
Lehtinen's  office,  she  and  I  receiving  a  10-year-old  boy  last  year 
whose  little  boat  attempted  it.  The  Castro  thugs  attempted  during 
all  night  to  sink  it  and  miraculously  that  raft  managed  to  reach 
our  shores. 

So  how  many  others  are  there,  Mr.  Chairman?  We  don't  know 
because  there  aren't  survivors. 

And  so  let  us  vow,  distinguished  members  of  this  subcommittee 
and  Chairman  Burton,  that  the  most  visible  consequence  of  the 
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great  opportunity  that  was  missed  last  summer  to  end  the  misery 
of  the  Cuban  people,  the  most  visible  consequence  of  that  great 
missed  opportunity,  the  indefinite  detention  of  over  30,000  men, 
women  and  children  by  our  government  for  the  crime  of  seeking 
freedom  from  the  nightmare  of  Castro's  oppression,  a  reality  that 
I  submit  constitutes  one  of  the  darkest,  most  embarrassing  actions 
by  the  United  States  in  its  history,  let  us  vow  that  we  will  intensify 
our  efforts  to  reunite  them  all  with  their  families  here  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  while  we  work  seriously  and  ceaselessly  to  help  all  11 
million  Cubans  enslaved  in  the  island  regain  their  sacred  freedom. 

Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Burton.  Thank  you.  Representative  Diaz-Balart. 

Let  me  say  before  I  yield  to  my  colleague  from  Florida  that  the 
head  of  the  OAS,  Organization  of  American  States,  said  there 
should  be  gradual  change.  I  think  35  or  36  years  is  gradual 
enough.  It  is  time  for  change  now. 

With  that,  I  will  be  happy  to  yield  to  our  distinguished  colleague 
from  Florida,  Representative  Peter  Deutsch. 

Mr.  Deutsch.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  In  the  interest  of  hear- 
ing from  the  witnesses,  I  would  like  to  submit  it  for  the  record. 

Let  me  mention  when  I  am  in  Key  West,  Florida,  which  is  part 
of  my  district,  we  mentioned  the  90  miles.  F*ut  it  in  perspective, 
what  is  90  miles.  When  I  am  in  Key  West,  Florida,  I  am  closer  to 
Havana  than  I  am  to  Miami.  Miami  is  not  even  halfway  to  the 
northern  part  of  my  district.  South  Florida  is  one  of  the  unique 
places  in  America  wnere  foreign  affairs  are  truly  local  affairs. 

There  are  some  constituents  today  here  from  the  transit  house 
in  Key  West  itself,  the  work  that  they  are  doing.  Your  testimony 
that  you  will  hear  in  the  hearing  that  we  are  about  to  have  is 
about  a  tragedy  of  specific  human  suffering.  And  what  is  clear  is 
there  are  many  tragedies  that  we  do  not  know  about  where  the 
survivors  did  not  survive.  The  level  of  atrocities,  the  level  of  pain, 
the  level  of  human  cruelty  that  the  Castro  government  has  done 
to  its  own  people  is  really  at  the  level  of  world  history  in  the  level 
of  the  Hitlers  of  the  world. 

This  government  and  we  as  Members  of  Congress  have  the  abil- 
ity to  help  force  the  change  that  must  occur  and  this  hearing  is 
part  of  that  change.  I  believe  we  will  have  somewhat  of  an  oppor- 
tunity within  the  next  week  as  well  on  the  Mexican  loan  guarantee 
issue.  I  am  one,  I  know  there  are  others  in  this  room  that  also  sup- 
port a  linkage  of  sort. 

Mexico  is  one  of  the  worst  abusers  in  terms  of  trade  with  the 
Castro  dictatorship.  What  we  need  to  have  is  to  use  the  resources 
of  this  country  to  help  implement  the  policy  which  is  the  policy  in 
this  country  of  a  concerted  effort  to  bring  down  the  dictatorship. 
That  is  something  that  again  is  a  bipartisan  issue,  an  ideologically 
expansive  issue,  and  I  hope  that  through  this  committee's  leader- 
ship, that  that  is  what  will  occur  as  soon  as  hoped,  maybe  even 
within  the  next  week. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Mr.  Deutsch  appears  in  the  appen- 
dix.] 

Mr.  Smith  [presiding].  Thank  you  very  much  four  your  eloquent 
statements  to  the  subcommittee. 
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It  is  now  my  high  honor  as  the  acting  chairman  of  this  sub- 
committee until  Mr.  Burton  returns  to  introduce  to  the  subcommit- 
tee the  survivors  of  the  March  13  incident.  And,  Ms.  Gutierrez,  if 
you  could  begin  with  your  statement  and  then  we  will  walk  down 
the  line  and  each  person  will  testify. 

Ms.  Gutierrez. 

STATEMENT  OF  JANETTE  HERNANDEZ  GUTIERREZ,  SURVIVOR 
OF  THE  MARCH  13TH  TUGBOAT  INCIDENT 

Ms.  Gutierrez.  I  will  offer  my  testimony. 

The  part  which  caused  me  the  most  suffering  was  when  we  were 
rammed  by  other  boats.  They  used  high-pressured  hoses.  The  water 
fell  on  our  bodies  and  the  bodies  of  little  children.  Mothers  couldn't 
even  hold  them  because  the  pressure  was  so  strong.  Women  and 
children  were  screaming.  This  didn't  bother  them  at  all.  They  kept 
on  doing  it.  They  were  lifting  the  children  to  show  that  there  were 
children  onboard  and  they  didn't  care. 

We  had  a  very  bad  night.  It  was  terrible.  They  didn't  help  us  at 
all.  They  sank  us.  This  is  how  so  many  people  died.  Among  them, 
women  and  children.  There  were  men,  also.  Some  of  them  were  el- 
derly people.  There  were  few  survivors  amongst  us. 

There  was  a  box  in  the  ocean  that  we  could  hold  onto,  was  the 
only  thing.  Five  of  the  children  and  5  of  the  women  and  19  of  the 
men  who  survived  were  able  to  hold  onto  that  box. 

It  was  a  bad  impression  for  us.  We  could  feel  the  whirl  caused 
by  the  other  boats.  It  was  provoked  by  the  other  three  tugboats. 

Mr.  Burton  [presiding].  Pardon  me.  Could  you  scoot  closer  to- 
gether so  we  could  hear  both  of  you  in  the  microphone? 

Ms.  Gutierrez.  The  names  were  the  Pellago  5,  3  and  2.  They 
would  encourage  the  whirl  that  was  caused  by  their  going  around 
us.  They  didn't  want  any  survivors  left. 

After  having  survived  about  45  minutes  holding  onto  that  cooler, 
the  box,  a  Coast  Guard  came  close  to  us.  He  had  always  been  close 
by.  He  was  looking  at  everything  but  he  would  not  interfere.  He 
was  trying  to  act  like  he  was  trying  to  help  us.  It  was  then  that 
3 1  people  were  rescued. 

The  other  boats  did  not  offer  us  any  kind  of  help.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  went  farther  away.  And  those  who  were  able  to  reach 
those  boats  were  sent  to  the  Cuban  Coast  Guard  boats.  They  told 
them  to  go  to  the  Cuban  Coast  Guard  boats.  That  is  when  they 
picked  us  up. 

We  had  to  wait  until  the  next  day,  and  it  was  then  that  they  took 
us  to  state  security  where  they  remained  in  prison,  and  the  women, 
we  were  detained  until  4  that  afternoon  and  then  taken  home.  We 
were  warned  that  we  could  not  tell  this  to  anybody,  that  it  had  to 
remain  between  us  and  that  they  would  help  us  solve  this  problem. 

We  had  nothing  to  hide.  It  was  the  truth  and  that  is  the  way  I 
told  it. 

Since  they  offered  us  no  solution,  human  rights  activists  helped 
me  contact  Radio  Marti  and  that  is  when  I  made  my  statement.  I 
gave  my  testimony,  which  later  for  them  it  became  enemy  propa- 
ganda. They  wanted  me — they  wanted  to  accuse  me  of  spreading 
enemy  propaganda. 
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They  told  me  I  could  spend  between  3  and  4  years  in  prison.  I 
told  them  that  they  had  taught  me  that  with  truth,  I  would  achieve 
my  goal  and  that  is  what  I  did,  told  the  truth. 

A  few  days  later,  they  had  a  news  in  the  paper  about  the  tug- 
boat. They  were  denying  the  incident.  It  was  saying  it  was  all  a 
lie.  We  were  accused  of  being  an  antisocial  element  of  worms.  Only 
because  we  were  looking  for  freedom,  our  freedom.  We  had  no  free- 
dom of  expression  or  any  freedom  at  all.  To  them  this  was  an  in- 
sult. 

When  I  told  them  they  were  lying,  they  called  me  a 
counterrevolutionary.  Human  rights  activists  helped  me  even  more 
because  what  I  had  said  was  already  out  in  the  open. 

That  is  when  I  went  to  visit  my  husband  and  my  brother-in-law 
in  prison.  Each  time  I  would  go,  they  would  take  me  into  an  office. 
And  they  wanted  me  to  say  that  everything  I  had  told  was  a  lie. 
They  wanted  me  to  tell  the  world  that  I  had  been  wrong,  that  what 
had  happened  was  an  accident. 

All  of  us  knew  it  was  not  an  accident.  We  lived  through  it.  We 
know  how  it  was. 

Of  course,  it  hurts  us.  It  is  us  who  are  feeling  it.  And  they  al- 
ways want  to  come  out  winning  in  the  end.  They  want  to  always 
show  and  end  up  saying  that  they  are  right. 

I  waited  20  days  until  my  husband  was  released.  They  played  my 
testimony  for  him  in  prison.  They  told  him  he  could  not  meet  with 
antisocial  elements,  go  to  public  places  or  parties  because  he  would 
have  problems,  and  to  avoid  spreading  enemy  propaganda. 

Afterwards,  we  had  the  possibility  of  leaving  the  country.  Which 
now  he  says  was  not  legal.  And  he  was  the  one  who  opened  the 
frontiers  in  Cuba  for  everyone  to  leave.  We  had  the  opportunity 
and  we  became  rafters. 

I  was  5  months  in  Guantanamo  now  here  before  you.  I  wanted 
to  come  here  and  testify  today,  because  I  want  the  world  to  know 
the  truth.  And  I  want  an  answer. 

[The  Radio  Marti  interview  of  Ms.  Hernandez  Gutierrez  appears 
in  the  appendix,] 

Mr.  Burton.  Thank  you  very  much.  We  really  appreciate  your 
testimony. 

Mr.  Modesto  Romero,  would  you,  in  your  testimony,  give  us  as 
vivid  an  account  as  you  can  of  exactly  what  happened  when  the 
Cuban  boat  attacked  your  tugboat,  how  many  times  they  rammed 
you.  We  want  the  world  to  know — we  want  the  world  to  know — we 
want  the  world  to  know  exactly  what  happened,  because  the  Castro 
regime  has  claimed  that  this  was  an  accident  and  we  need  to  have 
in  as  vivid  terms  as  possible  exactly  what  happened  so  that  the 
world  will  know  that  the  Castro  regime  has  lied. 

STATEMENT  OF  MODESTO  ALMANZA  ROMERO,  SURVIVOR  OF 
THE  MARCH  13TH  TUGBOAT  INCnJENT 

Mr.  Romero.  OK  As  my  wife  said,  we  left  the  bay,  we  left  the 
Bay  of  Havana.  And  8  miles  from  the  coast,  the  tugboat  was  sunk. 
They  were  ramming  it  all  along.  From  the  moment  we  left  the  area 
of  the  moro,  they  were  striking  us  on  both  sides — on  both  sides — 
until  it  became  evident  that  the  tugboat  could  not  take  it  anymore 
because  it  was  a  very  old  tugboat.  But  even  though  it  was  old,  it 
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had  just  been  repaired  recently.  But  it  was  made  out  of  wood.  And 
the  other  three  that  were  ramming  it  on  all  sides  were  made  out 
of  metal. 

Eight  miles  from  the  shore,  after  they  had  rammed  it  several 
times,  they  stood  apart  and  I  thought  they  were  going  to  leave  us 
alone,  that  we  were  going  to  be  able  to  continue  our  trip.  Appar- 
ently it  was  there  that  they  received  an  order  to  make  us  dis- 
appear, to  sink  it. 

With  our  tugboat  in  the  middle,  one  of  them  got  in  the  front  and 
another  one  in  the  back  and  they  rammed  it  at  the  same  time  caus- 
ing water  to  come  into  the  tugboat.  The  tugboat  that  rammed  it  on 
each  side  nearly  flipped  it  over  because  it  did  it  with  great 
strength. 

At  this  moment  we  felt  great  horror,  and  the  women  and  the 
children  started  screaming  because  the  boat  was  beginning  to  sink. 
Those  who  were  on  top — ^the  water  was  reaching  our  waist  and  we 
were  able  to  jump  from  the  boat,  but  those  that  were  in  the  bottom 
of  the  hull  were  not  able  to  escape  on  the  top. 

It  was  a  very  small  door  to  exit  the  hull  and  the  water  pressure 
was  holding  everybody  back.  No  one  that  was  in  the  hull  was  able 
to  leave  the  boat.  We  tried  to  save  as  many  people  as  we  could  but 
we  were  not  enough  people  to  save  the  ones  that  were  already 
drowned. 

I  was  able  to  save  my  wife  and  a  4-year-old  child  and  another 
friend  of  ours.  I  was  not  able  to  rescue  my  own  sister  and  my  sis- 
ter's children  because  some  people  were  holding  her  down.  People 
were  holding  her  down  because  they  were  so  desperate  and  trying 
to  get  out  themselves. 

Everything  else  my  wife  told  you  about  already. 

Mr.  Burton.  Thank  you  very  much  Mr.  Romero.  We  really  ap- 
preciate your  testimony  and  your  heroic  efforts  trying  to  save  your 
sister  and  her  children,  and  we  appreciate  all  of  your  efforts  to 
save  other  people  on  the  tugboat. 

Mr.  Perodin. 

STATEMENT  OF  SERGIO  PERODIN,  SURVIVOR  OF  THE  MARCH 
13TH  TUGBOAT  INCIDENT 

Mr.  Peroden.  Sergio.  We  would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  made 
our  trip  here  possible  and  everyone  who  has  assisted  us  in  being 
able  to  testify  before  you  and  being  able  to  make  the  world  know 
the  truth  of  what  really  happened. 

We  would  like  to  thank  Congress,  and  now  you  are  part  of  our 
family  because  you  are  our  freedom  and  we  would  like  to  thank  ev- 
erybody who  has  welcomed  us  in  freedom,  and  therefore  we  have 
become  part  of  this. 

And  we  would  like  to  thank  them  because  we  want  to  make  sure 
that  you  know  the  truth  of  what  happened.  We  think,  we  are  sure, 
that  this  was  all  planned  by  the  Cuban  Government  because  we 
have  received  evidence  that,  for  instance,  one  of  the  people  who 
was  in  Guantanamo  with  us  was  the  carpenter  who  fixed  the  boat 
before  we  left.  There  were  allegations  by  the  Cuban  Government 
that  the  boat  was  broken  and  that  is  why  it  sank.  And  this  man 
personally  gave  us  testimony  that  he  fixed  our  boat. 
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He  told  us  that  same  Monday,  2  days  before  the  tugboat  was 
sunk,  a  captain  who  worked  with  him  in  the  same  place,  a  captain 
of  another  boat  told  him  that,  let's  see  that  they  steal  another  boat 
because  now  they  have  a  gift  because  the  boat  was  in  such  good 
shape. 

Ajid  his  workmates,  colleagues  asked  this  man  who  made  the 
statement  what  has  been  prepared  for  anyone  who  tries  to  steal  a 
boat?  He  stated  that  the  Cuban  Government  has  prepared  some 
tugboats  that  are  meant  to  put  out  fires  in  the  sea.  They  are  al- 
most like  water  boats  and  they  have  prepared  them  in  case  some- 
one else  stole  another  boat,  they  were  prepared  to  sink  the  boat 
that  was  trying  to  escape.  And  the  orders  were  that  if  any  tugboat 
were  to  try  to  leave  to  go  to  freedom,  the  orders  were  to  sink  that 
boat. 

And  this  to  us,  the  statement  that  we  found  out  in  Guantanamo, 
became  further  proof  that  the  Cuban  Government  had  planned  this 
all  along.  And  it  became  further  evident  when  we  heard  a  state- 
ment that  was  made  that  the  Cuban  Government  had  said  that  it 
had  simply  tipped  over  and  that  is  why  it  has  sunk.  What  hap- 
pened was — they  made  the  statement  very  early  on  in  the  morning 
before  the  tugboats  that  tried  to  sink  it  had  come  back  so  they  had 
not  coordinated  what  lies  they  were  going  to  say  to  the  people. 

This  version  also  made  us  understand  that  initially  when  they 
rammed  us  on  the  side,  it  was  their  intent  just  to  flip  us  over  and 
that  way  they  would  have  no  survivors  but  they  were  unable  to  do 
it.  That  is  why  they  sunk  us  the  way  they  did.  They  tried  to  ram 
us  several  times  on  the  side,  and  the  boat  would  almost  tip  over 
but  not  quite,  that  is  why  they  hit  it  on  both  sides  at  the  same 
time. 

The  hull  of  this  boat  was  very  deep.  It  was  6  meters  deep,  and 
that  is  why  it  would  never  have  been  able  to  just  go  around  and 
tip  over  completely. 

Even  though  it  was  a  very  old  tugboat,  as  we  stated  before,  it 
was  veiy  strong  because  it  was  made  with  old  Spanish  wood. 

So  initially  they  made  the  statement  at  the  end  they  were  going 
to  tip  it  and  apparently,  when  they  were  unable  to  do  so,  they 
changed  their  strategy.  So  we  think  that  the  reason  there  was  one 
tugboat  in  the  front  and  another  one  in  the  back  is  that  the  one 
in  the  front  was  actually  holding  it  so  that  the  impact  from  the  one 
in  front  would  be  greater. 

That  is  how  they  split  us  from  behind  and  the  water  got  into  the 
tugboat.  By  the  time  they  rammed  it  from  behind,  they  had  already 
taken  pressure  hoses  and  they  were  aiming  it  at  the  hull  so  there 
was  enough  water  inside  the  boat  already  to  make  the  situation 
critical  for  us.  Once  the  tugboat  started  sinking  from  behind,  we 
knew  we  had  lost  everything. 

It  is  very  complicated.  The  one  tugboat  got  in  the  front  and  an- 
other one  in  the  back  and  another  one  on  the  side,  and  they  finally 
split  it  completely  so  that  the  sea  water  could  come  in  and  drown 
us.  The  tugboat  sank  halfway  and  then  there  was  great  swirl — a 
whirlwind  because  it  needed  that  energy  to  sink  and  it  only  took 
10  or  15  seconds  to  sink  after  that. 


18 

That  is  why  so  few  people  were  able  to  survive  because  more 
than  half  of  tne  people  were  in  the  engine  room  and  they  were  un- 
able to  get  out  before  it  sank  completely. 

The  only  ones  that  survived  were  the  ones  that  were  on  the  top 
deck.  And  the  only  way  we  were  saved  is  because  there  was  this 
mysterious  wooden  box  that  came  out  of  the  boat  and  we  were  able 
to  hold  on  to  that  and  float. 

Once  inside  the  tugboat,  the  energy  that  was  created,  created  a 
whirl  and  the  Cuban  tugboats  started  to  go  around  and  around  to 
encourage  that  whirl  so  that  we  would  go  in  with  it.  We  held  on 
to  this  wooden  box  for  about  30  or  40  minutes. 

Apparently  they  got  some  sort  of  order  to  pick  us  up  and  the 
Cuban  Coast  Guard  picked  us  up.  And  the  Coast  Guard  threw  us 
a  rope  and  some  life  preservers  and  we  started  to  get  on  the  Coast 
Guard  boat. 

I  would  like  to  add  that  the  Coast  Guard  was  always  there.  They 
witnessed  everything.  From  the  moment  we  left  the  bay,  the  Coast 
Guard  ship  escorted  us  and  they  were  only  400  to  500  meters  away 
from  us.  So  they  witnessed  everything.  Apparently  their  plan  was 
that  the  Coast  Guard  would  not  pick  us  up,  but  they  eventually 
had  to. 

They  circled  us  at  sea  until  11:30  in  the  morning.  They  were 
picking  up  the  dead  bodies  that  were  floating  in  the  water  and  they 
were  keeping  us  away  so  that  we  would  not  see  what  bodies  they 
were  picking  up.  After  we  were  picked  up,  we  were  sent  to  prison, 
and  after  we  were  in  prison  for  several  days,  they  released  us 
under  house  arrest  and  we  listened  a  speech  by  Fidel  Castro  where 
he  specifically  stated  that  he  was  being  accused  of  hiding  dead  bod- 
ies. We  have  evidence,  because  many  have  told  us  that  they  actu- 
ally picked  up  a  lot  of  bodies  from  the  sea.  But  the  Cuban  Govern- 
ment made  several  statements  that  these  bodies  had  sunk  at  sea 
and  they  had  not  picked  up  any  of  them. 

One  of  the  persons  who  was  in  Guantanamo  had  heard  on  the 
radio,  because  he  could  listen  to  transmissions  boat  to  boat,  that 
one  of  the  tugboats  had  actually  picked  up  dead  bodies  floating  on 
the  sea.  So  we  know  some  bodies  were  picked  up.  He  heard  it  on 
a  shortwave  radio.  He  works  for  the  Cuban  Government  Coast 
Guard. 

I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  allowing  me  to  say  this.  And  I 
would  like  to  thank  you.  Because  of  this  horrible  tragedy — ^because 
of  this,  we  have  been  able  to  come  here  and  talk  about  this  horrible 
tragedy  and  what  truly  happened. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Mr.  Smith  [presiding].  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  very  elo- 
quent and  very  disturbing  testimony  this  afternoon  and  say  that 
this  helps  to  further  complete  the  record  so  that  more  people,  as 
the  distinguished  chairman  pointed  out  earlier,  will  know  just  how 
brutal  this  incident  really  was. 

I  would  like  to  begin  the  questioning  and  then  we  will  suspend 
briefly  because  there  is  a  recorded  vote  underway  on  the  floor.  But 
I  would  like  to  ask  one  opening  question  and  ask  you  to  respond, 
and  then  we,  again,  will  suspend. 

What  has  been  the  reaction  among  the  Cuban  dissidents  and 
your  friends,  to  the  September  9  Clinton-Castro  agreement?  And 
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while  you  are  answering  that,  and  I  would  ask  all  three  of  you  to 
answer  it  and  Ms.  Perez  as  well,  the  U.S.  Government  is  insisting 
that  if  people  in  Guantanamo  want  refugee  status,  that  they  must 
first  return  to  Cuba  to  make  an  application  to  come  to  the  United 
States. 

Do  you  feel  it  would  be  safe  for  you  in  Cuba  during  that  time 
and  for  people  like  you  to  return  while  that  application  is  being 

f>rocessed?  And  do  you  think  the  Cuban  Government  would  let  you 
eave? 

Mr.  Perodin.  I  think  it  is  very  unfair  to  require  that  some  of  our 
brothers  in  Guantanamo  return  to  Cuba.  All  of  those  people  who 
risked  their  lives  and  took  to  sea  on  the  raft  is  because  they  were 
being  harassed  in  Cuba,  None  of  those  people  would  be  safe  if  they 
returned. 

Mr.  Romero.  I  think  the  same  because  everyone  who  took  to  sea 
did  not  share  the  ideas  of  Fidel  Castro.  And  I  think  they  should 
not  return  to  Cuba  to  pick  up  any  visa  or  anything  else.  I  think 
they  should  wait  for  them  in  Guantanamo.  Cuba  belongs  to  every- 
one except  to  the  Cubans  themselves. 

Ms.  Perez.  Well,  I  would  like  to  say  it  is  totally  inconsistent  with 
the  policy  of  classifying  these  people  as  refugees  and  politically  per- 
secuted and  to  make  them  go  back  to  Havana,  specifically  to  Cuba, 
to  get  a  visa  to  go  the  United  States.  There  are  no  guarantees  that 
they  will  be  given  a  visa  and  there  is  no  guarantee  that  they  will 
not  be  harassed,  persecuted,  and  threatened  while  waiting  for  that 
visa. 

Mr,  Smith.  For  those  who  perhaps  have  done  this,  do  you  harbor 
any  suspicions  as  to  the  validity  of  those  people  who  have  gone 
back?  Are  they  shills?  Are  they  perhaps  Castro  operatives  that  are 
trying  to  show  that  this  process  can  work,  when,  indeed,  for  the 
person  who  was  escaping  tyranny,  the  book  would  be  thrown  at 
them  by  Fidel? 

Ms.  Perez,  So  far,  none  of  the  ones  who  have  gone  back  have 
been  gpranted  a  visa.  And  the  government  wants  to  make  it  seem 
that  they  want  them  back,  but  they  have  clearly  stated  that  they 
do  not  have  the  capacity  to  assume  all  of  those  people  back  into  so- 
ciety, 

Ms,  Gutierrez,  The  rafter  who  risked  evervthing  to  get  freedom 
does  not  have  a  clear  concept  of  what  would  that  mean  if  he  de- 
cides to  go  back.  They  should  not  be  influenced  by  those  small- 
minded  people  who  are  telling  them,  including  some  of  those  who 
are  telling  the  people  to  go  back,  are  probably  mfiltrated  by  Castro. 

Mr,  Burton  [presiding].  Let  me  interrupt  for  a  moment.  We  have 
a  vote  that  is  going  on.  I  hate  to  hold  up  our  Assistant  Secretary 
of  State,  Please  forgive  us  for  the  delay.  We  don't  have  proxy  vot- 
ing, so  you  notice  that  we  have  been  running  back  and  forth.  Some- 
thing has  to  be  done  to  straighten  that  out. 

We  have  to  go  vote.  We  will  be  back  in  5  or  6  minutes.  We  hope 
that  you  will  indulge  us.  Thank  you, 

[Recess,] 

Mr.  Burton.  Rather  than  take  more  questions — ask  more  ques- 
tions of  the  panel,  let  me  just  say  we  really  appreciate  you  coming 
up  from  Guantanamo,  and  we  appreciate  the  testimony  that  has 
been  given. 
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I  want  you  to  know  that  every  member  of  the  subcommittee  feels 
very  strongly  about  what  you  have  gone  through  and  our  heart 
goes  out  to  you  in  regards  to  those  loved  ones  of  yours  that  were 
lost  during  this  tragedy.  And  we  will  do  everything  in  our  power 
to  try  to  avenge,  if  you  will,  their  deaths  by  doing  what  we  can  to 
replace  Fidel  Castro  and  making  sure  that  your  island  nation  be- 
comes a  free  one,  so  perhaps  your  loved  ones  who  died  may  not 
have  died  in  vain  because  of  your  testimony  today. 

We  really  appreciate  you  being  here.  Thank  you  very,  very  much. 
And  God  bless  all  of  you.  And  if  we  can  do  anything  to  be  of  help 
to  you,  now  and  in  the  future,  be  sure  to  call  Ileana  or  myself,  or 
Lincoln  Diaz-Balart  or  Mr.  Menendez,  or  anybody  else  that  sits  on 
the  panel. 

Mr.  Menendez.  Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  ask  a  question? 

Mr.  Burton.  Of  the  panel?  The  problem  we  have  Representative 
Menendez  is  that  we  have  to  vacate  the  room  in  about  45  minutes. 
We  told  the  panel — if  you  have  one  quick  question,  we  will  be  glad 
to  yield  to  you. 

Mr.  Menendez.  First,  let  me  say  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you 
have — I  am  happy  you  are  welcomed  here.  I  just  want  to  ask  very 
clearly  for  the  record,  you  had  testimony  that  you  gave  Ms. 
Gutierrez,  this  was  not  an  accident;  it  was  on  purpose;  this  could 
clearly  be  described  as  murder;  and  finally,  it  included  members  of 
your  family — and  I  know  this  is  a  tough  question — ^but  members  of 
your  family  who  died  as  a  result  of  the  actions  of  the  Castro  dicta- 
torship. Is  any  of  that  incorrect? 

Ms.  Gutierrez.  I  am  convinced  it  was  not  an  accident.  It  was 
murder. 

Mr.  Menendez.  And  as  to  the  rest  of  it?  I  read  where  she  lost 
three  members  of  her  family. 

Ms.  Perez.  She  lost  her  brother-in-law  and  her  nephew,  two 
members  of  her  family. 

Mr.  Burton.  Thank  you  very  much.  And  thank  you  very  much 
panel.  And  welcome  to  the  United  States.  And  as  I  said,  anything 
we  can  do  to  be  of  help,  be  sure  to  let  us  know. 

I  want  to  also  thank  Ninoska  Perez  for  her  help  in  translating 
and  Christina  Ariana  for  her  translating.  We  really  appreciate  the 
Cuban  American  Foundation  and  the  Valladares  Foundation  for 
your  help  in  all  of  this.  Thank  you  very  much. 

And  with  that,  we  would  like  to  have  Principal  Deputy  Assistant 
Secretary  for  Inter-American  Affairs  Ambassador  Michael  Skol 
come  forward  and  give  us  his  testimony.  And  thank  you  very  much, 
Mr.  Secretary,  for  your  patience.  We  appreciate  it  very  much. 

Ms.  Ros-Lehtinen.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  may,  I  would  like  to 
thank  everyone  in  the  State  Department  as  well  as  INS  for  having 
this  dream  come  true  for  the  rafters.  Were  it  not  for  Ambassador 
Skol,  Dennis  Hayes,  Rick  Nuccio,  who  are  the  three  individuals 
who  are  with  us  here  today,  as  well  as  many  officials  from  INS, 
this  hearing  would  not  have  been  possible  at  all,  so  we  thank  them 
for  their  assistance  and  for  their  help  and  guidance  and  making 
this  possible. 

Thank  you.  Ambassador. 

Mr.  Burton.  Mr.  Ambassador,  we  understand  that  you  have  to 
leave  to  brief  the  Secretary  of  State  on  a  matter  and  so  we  want 
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to  welcome  you.  And  without  further  ado,  we  would  love  to  hear 
your  testimony. 

STATEMENT  OF  HON.  MICHAEL  SKOL,  PRINCffAL  DEPUTY  AS- 
SISTANT SECRETARY  FOR  INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS,  DE- 
PARTMENT OF  STATE 

Mr.  Skol,  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  Someone  else  is  briefing 
the  Secretary.  I  will  be  here  as  long  as  you  like. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  an  honor  for  me  to  be  here  at  this  first  hear- 
ing of  this  subcommittee  representing  the  State  Department  and 
the  Clinton  administration.  On  behalf  of  the  State  Department,  I 
would  just  like  to  tell  you  that  we  look  forward  to  a  continuing  col- 
laboration with  you  on  a  whole  range  of  issues. 

There  are  many  exciting  and  some  obviously  tragic  things  hap- 
pening in  this  hemisphere  but  it  is  of  special  interest  and  we  con- 
gratulate you  for  making  Cuba  the  first  item  of  business  for  the 
subcommittee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  interest  of  time,  you  have  my  prepared  tes- 
timony, and  I  ask  that  it  be  entered  into  the  record. 

Mr.  Burton.  Without  objection. 

Mr.  Skol.  And  I  would  like  to  summarize. 

Let  me  begin  by  echoing  the  comments  of  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
and  of  your  colleagues  that  there  has  been  something  wrong  that 
this  incident,  and  the  Cuba  that  this  incident  symbolizes,  have  not 
been  g^ven  the  proper  attention  of  the  press  and,  therefore,  of  the 
American  people  and  of  the  world  community. 

We  seem  to  be  fascinated  by  a  murder  in  California;  the  Amer- 
ican people  and  most  of  the  world.  Nothing  wrong  with  that.  But 
in  my  opinion,  this  murder  in  the  Caribbean  is  more  important,  im- 
pinges on  the  American  interest  far  more.  Therefore,  it  is  of  very 
special  significance,  not  only  that  you  have  called  a  hearing  on  this 
incident,  but  that  Radio  Marti,  TV  Marti  are  here. 

Mr.  Cnairman,  the  new  policy — and  I  call  it  new,  it  is  a  little  less 
than  a  year  old — of  Radio  Marti  broadcasting  live  hearings  of  the 
U.S.  Congress  on  Cuban  issues  live  to  Cuba,  including  the  words 
of  Congressmen,  Senators,  witnesses  and  others  who  may  not  agree 
with  the  administration's  policy  or  of  your  views  on  Cuba  or  of 
Radio  Marti's  views  is  absolutely  invaluable.  Radio  Marti  is  telling 
the  Cuban  people  what  their  own  government  is  afraid  to  tell  them, 
what  their  ideology  prevents  them  from  telling  the  Cuban  people. 

There  is  no  way,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  could  adequately  describe 
what  happened  on  July  13.  These  people,  with  whom  I  met  just  be- 
fore the  hearing  began,  have  done  it  eloquentlv.  Let  me  just  sum- 
marize in  a  very  few  words.  It  was  not  an  accident.  It  was  murder. 
It  was  murder  of  at  least  40  people.  Women  and  children.  It  was 
first  degree  murder  because  it  was  premeditated.  It  was  a  matter 
of  policy,  it  was  engineered  and  it  was  done  with  extraordinary  effi- 
ciency. Fortunately  for  us,  and  for  these  people  here,  not  efficiently 
enough.  There  were  witnesses,  survivors  who  could  talk  to  us. 

The  word  came  slowly  out  of  Cuba,  thanks  to  some  of  these  peo- 
ple, and  thanks  incidentally  to  Radio  Marti  playing  a  fascinating 
intermediate  role  of  the  press  in  bringing  this  news  to  us.  When 
we  heard  of  it,  first  President  Clinton  informally  and  then  in  a  for- 
mal statement,  the  State  Department  in  repeated  statements,  in 
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instructions  to  our  mission  at  the  U.N,  in  New  York.  Over  and 
over,  we  have  tried  to  tell  the  worid  about  the  incident,  exactly 
what  happened,  pointing  out  how  the  cover-up  was  attempted,  and 
revealing  for  what  it  was,  by  the  Cuban  Grovemment:  "an  acciden- 
tal sinking.  Two  boats  hitting  in  the  water,  a  turning  over."  Lying 
from  beginning  to  end. 

We  too  were  disappointed  that  our  words,  that  our  words  to  the 
U.N.  and  others,  were  not  repeated  over  and  over  again,  because 
it  is  not  just  this  incident.  There  have  been  other  incidents.  There 
have  been  other  incidents  remarkably  similar  to  this  one.  And  trag- 
ically we  know,  because  of  the  statistics,  we  know  that  there  are — 
must  have  been  incidents  like  this  one  that  we  don't  even  have  the 
names  of  the  boats.  We  don't  have  survivors.  We  don't  know  the 
numbers.  We  can't  even  remember  them  and  praise  them  here  by 
name,  but  we  know  it  happened  because  it  symbolizes  what  is 
going  on  and  what  has  been  going  on  for  all  these  years  in  Cuba. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  was  asked  by  Radio  Marti  and  others,  and  you 
have  raised  the  question,  why  is  it  that  the  American  press,  world 
press,  governments,  people,  are  not  paying  attention?  Why  are  they 
not  interested?  Well,  I  think  ironically,  terribly,  tragically,  this 
news  is  old  news.  This  has  been  happening  in  Cuba  for  three  and 
a  half  decades.  And  unfortunately,  people  look  to  other  parts  of  the 
world,  other  parts  of  their  own  country  for  more  dramatic  crimes. 

But  it  makes  it  all  the  more  important  to  focus  on  this,  to  insist 
when  there  is  a  whitewash  or  misvmderstanding,  whether  it  is  in 
the  hands  of  people  at  the  U.N.  or  elsewhere,  that  we  say  no,  wait 
a  second,  on  this  one  we  have  witnesses. 

We  cannot  drag  the  felons  into  U.S.  court.  We  would  like  to.  We 
can't,  but  we  have  witnesses.  We  have  evidence,  we  know  what 
happened.  We  know  what  happens  in  Cuba  today.  Listen  to  these 
people,  listen  to  us,  let  us  do  something  about  it.  It  is  only  in  our 
opinion,  through  the  continued  pressure  exercised  by  the  United 
States  and  a  few  other  governments — ^Argentina  is  one  of  them — 
pressure  on  the  Cuban  regime,  that  change  will  come.  The  embargo 
must  continue  as  that  kind  of  pressure.  The  pressure  of  world  opin- 
ion. The  kinds  of  things  that  have  made  this  hemisphere  over- 
whelmingly democratic.  Thirty-four  nations  against  one 
nondemocratic.  Thirty-four  nations  whose  policy  it  is  to  respect 
human  rights;  one  whose  policy  it  is  to  attack  humans  and  their 
rights. 

We  must  continue  the  pressure.  There  is  every  intention  to  do  so. 
The  policy  of  the  Clinton  administration,  as  has  been  the  policy  of 
past  administrations.  Republican  and  Democrat,  is  not  to  listen  to 
the  chorus  of  people  who  say,  "Let's  have  dialogue,  let's  sit  down 
with  these  people.  Let's  talk  about  the  substantive  issues.  Can't  we 
as  gentlemen  figure  these  things  out?" 

We  are  not  going  to  listen  to  that  chorus.  We  are  waiting  for  dra- 
matic, basic,  irreversible  change  in  Cuba.  That  is  the  policy  of  the 
Clinton  administration.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  past  administra- 
tions. It  has  been  strengthened  and  codified  by  the  Cuban  Democ- 
racy Act. 

That  law,  that  policy,  is  the  one  that  we  follow.  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  am,  again,  delighted  and  honored  to  be  sitting  next  to  these  peo- 
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pie.  I  am  delighted  to  be  here.  And  I  am  willing,  of  course,  to  an- 
swer any  possible  questions  on  this  issue. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Mr.  Skol  appears  in  the  appendix.] 

Mr.  Burton.  I  apologize  for  you  waiting  so  long  and  for  the  ab- 
breviated session  with  you.  The  problem  is  that  the  new  procedures 
around  here  mandate  that  we  be  three  or  four  places  at  once  and 
we  are  going  to  have  to  streamline  those.  We  are  finding  our  way 
as  the  new  Majority,  but  bear  with  us. 

The  one  thing  that  I  would  like  to  leave  with  you  is  that  we  ap- 
preciate your  comments  about  being  resolute  as  an  administration 
against  what  is  going  on  in  Cuba.  However,  we  have  had,  as  I  said 
in  my  opening  statements,  some  distressing  reports  that  Morton 
Halperin  and  others  at  the  NSC  has  been  advising  the  administra- 
tion about  easing  some  of  the  sanctions  and  opening  up  some  dia- 
logue with  Castro  and  with  Cuba. 

We  hope  that  those  things  that  we  have  heard  are  inaccurate, 
but  we  hope  also  that  you  will  convey  to  the  administration  our 
resoluteness  as  a  subcommittee  and  committee  in  this  Congress 
that  we  will  not  stand  for  any  slowdown  in  the  pressure  that  we 
have  been  putting  on  Fidel  Castro. 

Mr.  Skol.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  will  certainly  convey 
that.  But  may  I  add  that  President  Clinton  is  resolute.  He  is  the 
one  who  makes  the  policy.  There  is  no  reaching  out.  There  is  no 
intent  on  dialogue  on  any  substantive  issues.  There  is  no  change. 
There  is  a  toughening.  That  is  the  policy.  That  is  the  only  policy. 
And  I  can  guarantee  that. 

Mr.  Burton.  Well,  we  appreciate  that,  and  we  hope  that  you  will 
convey  our  best  wishes  to  the  President.  And  the  next  time  he 
gives  a  State  of  the  Union  message,  should  Cuba  not  be  free,  we 
hope  he  will  make  it  one  of  the  keystones  in  his  speech. 

And  thank  you  very  much  for  being  here  with  us. 

Mr.  Skol.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Burton.  Now,  we  have  two  other  people  that  we  would  like 
to  testify.  Our  good  friend  Ms.  Perez  of  the  Cuban  American  Foun- 
dation. You  have  to  forgive  me,  my  Spanish  is  not  that  good.  She 
is  intimately  familiar  with  the  facts  of  this  matter  and  has  con- 
ducted extensive  interviews  with  the  survivors  and  got  to  know 
them  personally. 

We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  her  and  we  appreciate  very 
much  her  translating  for  us  a  moment  ago.  Thank  you.  She  did  a 
good  job. 

And  Jay  Fernandez  of  the  Valladares  Foundation  has  had  a  com- 
passionate commitment  to  the  survivors  of  this  from  the  beginning. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  chained  himself  to  the  gate  of  a  Cuban 
Interest  Section  over  this  barbaric  action.  The  concept  of  this  hear- 
ing was  his  idea.  And  we  are  appreciative  for  his  effort  in  bringing 
this  about. 

We  will  start,  Mr.  Fernandez,  with  you. 

STATEMENT  OF  JAY  FERNANDEZ,  VALLADARES  FOUNDATION 

Mr.  Fernandez.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  You  have  my  actual 
testimony  for  the  record.  I  know  it  is  late,  so  I  will  try  to  do  the 
best  I  can  summarizing  my  testimony. 
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Mr.  Chairman  and  other  distinguished  members  of  this  sub- 
committee, on  behalf  the  Valladares  Foundation,  I  would  like  to 
thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  testify  on  the  subject  of  the  inten- 
tional sinking  of  the  March  13th  Cuban  tugboat  who,  in  the  early 
hours  of  July  13,  1994,  left  the  Havana  Harbor  with  72  people  on 
board. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  subcommittee  who  has 
done  a  tremendous  job  in  working  out  the  logistics  of  this  hearing 
and  assisting  us  in  our  request  to  conduct  this  hearing  this  after- 
noon. I  would  like  to  introduce  for  the  record  several  items.  First, 
the  Cuban  Grovernment  explanation  of  this  incident  as  it  was 
broadcasted  by  Radio  Rebel,  the  official  voice  of  the  Cuban  Govern- 
ment, on  Saturday,  July  19,  1994. 

Secondly,  the  transcript  of  a  telephone  interview  conducted 
shortly  after  the  incident  by  Alvaro  Deinsua,  a  reporter  for  Radio 
Marti.  Mr.  Deinsua  was  able  to  interview  Janette  Hernandez 
Gutierrez,  one  of  the  female  survivors. 

Finally,  a  Washington  Post  article  dated  September  11,  1994,  by 
Tod  Robberson.  Mr.  Robberson,  while  in  Havana,  interviewed  sev- 
eral of  the  survivors  of  this  incident  labeled  by  some  as  Cuba's 
Tiananmen  Square. 

Mr.  Chairman,  6  months  have  passed  since  this  barbaric  act  took 
place,  yet  its  brutality  is  not  well-known  by  manv.  Manv  years 
have  passed  since  the  murder  of  several  nuns  in  El  Salvador  took 
place.  However  the  media  still  talks  about  it.  The  Holocaust  has 
also  not  been  forgotten  although  50  years  have  passed.  We  agree 
that  such  crimes  should  be  widely  reported.  A  crime  is  a  crime  no 
matter  where  it  takes  place  or  who  commits  it.  The  world  must 
know  about  it. 

But  we  ask  ourselves,  why  the  international  media,  the  U.S. 
media,  and  also  the  U.S.  Government  has  paid  so  little  attention 
to  this  act  of  aggression  by  the  Cuban  Government  on  innocent 
people  whose  only  desire  was  to  get  away  from  a  regime  that  has 
been  slaving  their  existence  for  over  35  years.  With  disbelief, 
Cuban  Americans  saw  that  the  killing  of  40  people,  the  majority 
women  and  children  ranging  from  the  ages  of  12  months  to  60 
years,  was  not  newsworthy. 

In  Washington,  to  obtain  the  attention  of  the  media,  a  group  of 
12  members  of  Casa  Cuba  and  the  Valladares  Foundation,  I  being 
one  of  them,  had  to  chain  ourselves  to  the  fences  of  the  Cuban  In- 
terest Section  and  bring  to  the  doors  of  those  who  initially  denied 
this  event  over  took  place  20  little  white  coffins  as  a  symbol  of  the 
20  infants  who  drowned.  It  was  an  honor  to  be  handcuffed  and  ar- 
rested for  the  first  time  in  an  act  of  civil  disobedience  in  order  to 
bring  attention  to  this  crime. 

In  order  for  the  members  of  this  committee  and  the  press  that 
is  here  today  to  fully  understand  the  extremes  of  how  the  Cuban 
Government  lies  to  its  people  and  the  world  it,  is  important  before 
we  hear  the  testimonies  of  the  eyewitnesses  to  see  and  hear  Raul 
Castro,  minister  of  the  armed  forces  with  his  brother  Fidel  nearby, 
giving  an  explanation  to  the  Cuban  people  of  what  happened  dur- 
ing the  early  hours  of  July  13,  1994. 

I  have  here  a  short  video  that  I  would  like  the  committee  to  see 
of  Raul  Castro  on  July  26,  1994  speech  in  Isla  de  Pinos  during  the 
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35th  anniversary  celebration  of  the  Cuban  revolution.  This  video  is 
in  Spanish,  so  I  will  translate  it. 

[Video  was  played.] 

Mr.  Fernandez.  Mr.  Chairman,  now  that  you  have  had  the  op- 

f)ortunity  to  hear  perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  lies  ever  told,  I  would 
ike  to  make  some  comments  about  the  horrible  attack. 

The  Cuban  Government  accused  those  responsible  for  com- 
mandeering the  March  13  as  irresponsible  because  they  were 
aware  of  the  problems  with  the  boat.  The  Cuban  Government  said 
that  as  soon  as  the  escaping  tugboat  left  the  dock,  it  started  to 
have  water  leaks.  This  charge  is  totally  false  and  it  is  disputed  by 
all  the  survivors. 

They  also  dispute  Castro's  controlled  media  reports  that  the  res- 
cue of  the  operation  of  the  survivors  was  difficult  because  of  the 
rough  waters.  The  same  government  newspapers  reported  that  the 
weather  the  day  before,  the  day  of  the  massacre  and  the  day  after, 
all  had  calm  waters. 

The  consequences  of  this  sad  incident  are  many.  As  we  can  ex- 
pect, the  news  of  the  massacre  did  not  go  well  with  the  Cuban  peo- 
ple. After  35  years,  they  know  how  far  the  Cuban  Government  can 
go  to  stay  in  power. 

On  August  5,  1994,  over  30,000  people  went  into  the  streets  of 
Havana  breaking  windows,  overturning  cars,  and  demanding  free- 
dom. Once  again,  the  evil  nature  of  the  regime  came  to  play.  See- 
ing the  possibly  of  an  all-out  rebellion  and  to  take  away  attention 
from  these  embarrassing  events,  a  new  crisis  was  orchestrated,  en- 
couraged, and  maintained  by  the  Cuban  Government. 

A  second  version  of  the  Mariel  boat  lift  develops  and  quickly  the 
mass  exodus  of  32,000  people  began.  These  freedom  seeker  rafters 
are  now  used  as  pawns  by  both  the  U.S.  and  Cuban  Governments 
while  they  lang^sh  in  concentration  camps  in  Guantanamo  and 
Panama. 

"Illegal  immigrants,"  is  their  new  label  and  now  have  back  part 
of  the  anti-immigration  fever  that  is  sweeping  the  United  States. 
Unfortunately,  the  present  administration  was  caught  off  guard 
and  took  the  easy  way  out.  The  victims  of  this  latest  Cuban  trag- 
edy must  now  stay  in  these  camps  indefinitely,  including  many  of 
the  survivors  of  the  tugboat  massacre  who  once  again,  seeing  an 
opportunity,  took  to  the  sea  to  find  the  freedom  that  they  could  not 
reach  on  their  last  attempt.  Once  more,  Castro  got  away  with  it. 
The  world  focused  its  attention  to  the  exodus.  The  March  13  inci- 
dent and  the  street  demonstrations  were  totally  forgotten. 

In  the  process,  Castro  is  rewarded  with  a  bargaining  card  in  bi- 
lateral talks  and  a  new  U.S.-Cuba  immigration  accord  is  developed, 
and  those  responsible  for  the  March  13  massacre  are  left  with  the 
responsibility  to  ensure  that  no  more  people  leave  the  island  with 
promises  to  use,  quote,  humane  treatment,  imquote,  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Chairman,  those  two  words  disappeared  long  ago  from  the 
Cuban  dictionary.  Ask  Ivette  Molina  who  escaped  from  Cuba  2 
years  ago  in  a  raft  after  her  third  attempt.  She  arrived  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  pregnant  and  with  bullet  wounds  in  her  shoulder  and 
forehead.  It  was  not  too  long  ago  that  a  formal  protest  was  issued 
by  the  U.S.  Government  for  the  inhumane  treatment  Cuba  gave 
those  trying  to  enter  Guantanamo  by  water,  shooting  people  on  the 
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spot  and  fishing  injured  people  out  of  the  water  as  if  they  were 
dead  fishes.  How  can  we  expect  that  a  government  who  has  such 
an  atrocious  human  rights  record  be  the  enforcer  of  an  immigration 
agreement  whose  main  task  is  to  prevent  people  from  exiting  Cas- 
tro's hell. 

After  this  hearing  ends  today  and  we  have  had  the  opportunity 
to  watch  and  hear  the  testimony  of  the  survivors,  I  ask  the  mem- 
bers of  the  subcommittee  and  the  press  that  is  here  today,  is  this 
government  worth  talking  to  or  having  any  type  of  relationship 
with? 

I  urge  Members  of  Congress  like  Christopher  Dodd  and  adminis- 
tration officials  like  Morton  Halpering  and  others  who  believe  that 
negotiations  are  possible  to  talk  to  the  survivors  of  this  massacre, 
I  also  urge  the  Clinton  administration  to  rethink  about  its  lack  of 
policy  toward  said  Cuba  and  its  consequences. 

Cuban  people  have  suffered  enough.  Let's  not  prolong  their  agony 
anymore.  It  is  imreasonable  to  ask,  is  the  pain  of  the  Cuban  people 
any  less  than  the  pain  the  Haitian  people  suffered  under  their  bru- 
tal dictatorships?  Why  is  Cuba  then  not  a  priority  for  this  adminis- 
tration? 

As  part  of  my  testimony — Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  another  tape, 
but  I  guess  we  are  repeating  the  same  story  again,  so  I  would  like 
to  bypass  that. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Congressman  Bob  Menendez  for  his  persist- 
ent effort  to  have  this  incident  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  passage  of  House  Concurrent 
Resolution  279. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  testimony  without  thanking  the  former 
chairman  of  this  subcommittee  and  now  ranking  Democratic  mem- 
ber. Congressman  Robert  Torricelli,  and  Congresswoman  Ileana 
Ros-Lehtinen,  Vice  Chair  of  the  subcommittee,  and  Congressman 
Lincoln  Diaz-Balart,  former  member  of  the  subcommittee,  for  their 
persistent  efforts  in  bringing  attention  to  the  plight  of  the  11  mil- 
lion people  whose  only  desire  is  to  be  free.  Those  in  the  executive 
branch  who  helped  the  survivors — victims  get  here  have  our  re- 
spect and  admiration.  It  was  a  true  logistical  nightmare. 

Mr.  Chairman,  your  help  is  greatly  appreciated  and  I  thank  you 
again  for  meeting  with  me  during  the  planning  stages  of  this  hear- 
ing. 

Mr.  Burton.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Fernandez  for  all  of  your  work.  We 
appreciate  it.  We  look  forward  to  a  long  and  fruitful  relationship 
that  will  end  up  with  you  and  I  having  a  pina  colada  on  the  beach- 
es on  a  free  Havana  along  with  Ms.  Perez. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Mr.  Fernandez  appears  in  the  appen- 
dix.! 

STATEMENT  OF  NINOSKA  PEREZ  CASTELLON,  CUBAN 
AMERICAN  NATIONAL  FOUNDATION 

Ms.  Perez.  When  on  July  14  the  Granma,  the  official  newspaper 
of  the  Cuban  Communist  Party,  reported  the  sinking  of  the  tugboat 
March  13  as  an  accident  with  an  undetermined  number  of  anti- 
social elements  on  board,  the  Cuban  Government's  track  record  at 
sea  came  to  mind.  I  knew  that  once  again  the  same  vicious  pattern 
had  been  repeated. 


27 

On  July  15,  I  was  contacted  by  Gerardo  Perez,  a  Cuban  who  re- 
sides in  New  Orleans  whose  11-year-old  son  and  wife  had  drowned 
in  the  incident.  Testimonies  I  gathered  from  survivors  left  no  doubt 
that  another  massacre  had  taken  place. 

The  Cuban  Government  did  not  attempt  to  stop  the  March  13 
from  leaving  Cuba  but  instead  stalked  it  for  45  minutes  until  it 
was  approximately  7  miles  out  to  sea.  It  was  then  that  a  govern- 
ment vessel,  beyond  the  sight  of  arw  possible  witness  on  land,  first 
rammed  the  defenseless  boat  full  of  refugees.  Two  government  fire- 
fighting  boats  soon  appeared  and  began  to  pummel  the  helpless 
passengers  with  water  from  the  high  pressure  hoses. 

Although  the  passengers  repeatedly  tried  to  surrender,  even  indi- 
cating a  willingness  to  return  to  port  and  holding  the  small  chil- 
dren in  the  air  and  begging  for  mercy,  the  government  vessels  were 
relentless  in  their  attack.  The  force  of  the  nre  hoses  was  enormous. 
One  survivor,  Mayda  Tacoronte,  testified:  I  saw  children  sprayed 
from  the  protective  embrace  of  their  mother's  arms  into  the  ocean. 
Other  children  were  simply  swept  off  the  deck  into  the  sea. 

In  an  effort  to  protect  them,  the  helpless  women  carried  their  re- 
maining children  into  the  hold  of  the  boat.  The  effort  was  futile. 
The  crew  of  the  government  vessel  filled  the  hull  with  water  from 
the  fire  hoses.  As  the  boat  sank,  none  of  the  children  came  out. 
With  most  of  its  weaker  passengers  already  drowned  inside  the 
hold,  the  tugboat  was  cracked  in  two  by  renewed  ramming  from  the 
government  vessels. 

Nineteen-year-old  Janette  Hernandez  who  testified  here  today  is 
a  survivor  of  that  barbaric  act  by  the  Castro  regime.  She  testified 
how  she  witnessed  the  constant  ramming  of  me  Cuban  vessels 
until  they  cracked  the  tugboat  in  two.  She  herself  was  unable  to 
save  her  little  nephew,  Yasel  Perodin  Alvarez.  "I  felt  the  child  had 
caught  my  foot,"  said  Janette,  "and  when  I  was  about  to  grab  him, 
my  shoe  slipped  off  and  he  went  under.  I  could  not  reacn  him.  It 
was  horrible."  His  father  and  11-year-old  brother  are  also  here 
today.  His  mother  died  during  that  massacre. 

I  have  interviewed  a  total  of  nine  survivors,  some  in  Cuba  via 
telephone  and  others  in  person  when  I  visited  Guantanamo.  All  co- 
incide that  rescue  efforts  were  purposely  delaved.  The  victimizers 
circled  the  defenseless  vessel  creating  a  whirlpool.  The  lifesavers 
were  intentionally  thrown  at  such  a  distance  that  it  was  impossible 
for  any  of  the  victims  to  reach  them.  Yes,  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
Cuban  authorities  even  mocked  and  taunted  these  innocent  victims 
amid  this  terrible  tragedy. 

No  relative  was  given  any  of  the  bodies  for  proper  burial.  Cuban 
officials  fi-om  the  Ministry  of  Interior  responded  that  the  drowned 
were  nothing  but  counterrevolutionary  dogs.  The  families  held 
wakes  only  with  pictures  as  the  reminder  of  their  loved  ones. 

Rafael  Dausa,  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Cuban  Interest  Section 
here  in  Washington  first  described  the  incident  as  science  fiction. 
It  was  only  aft^r  Pope  John  Paul  II,  President  Clinton,  Members 
of  Congress,  and  several  Latin  American  and  European  heads  of 
state  raised  their  voices  in  protest  that  the  original  version  was  re- 
placed with  a  promise  of  further  investigation,  an  investigation  we 
are  still  awaiting  and  whose  outcome  is  predictable  even  given  the 
regime's  abhorrent  track  record  in  human  rights. 
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Survivors  and  their  families  were  threatened  and  harassed  by 
the  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Interior.  Those  who  were  incarcer- 
ated were  forced  to  appear  on  camera  and  explain  the  truth  accord- 
ing to  the  Cuban  Government  and  praise  the  regime  for  its  efforts 
to  prevent  further  loss  of  life.  Faithful  to  his  ideological  soul  mate, 
Joseph  Stalin,  Fidel  Castro  followed  the  old  tradition  of  tyrants  of 
forced  public  confessions. 

In  August  of  1994,  Fidel  Castro  went  live  on  CNN  in  a  rare  and 
desperate  attempt  to  try  to  convince  the  international  community 
that  the  sinking  of  the  March  13  had  been  an  accident.  The  pru- 
dent silence  over  Cuba's  murderous  sinking  leaves  me  with  no  al- 
ternative but  to  ask  the  following  question:  Has  the  world  grown 
so  accustomed  to  the  brutality  of  the  Cuban  regime  that  this  crime 
will  go  unpunished  as  so  many  before?  Has  the  international  arena 
become  so  used  to  the  savagery  of  Castro's  regime  that  it  cannot 
summon  a  cry  of  outrage  for  the  nearly  40  unarmed  Cuban  refu- 
gees sent  to  their  deaths? 

Forty-two  innocent  people  were  murdered.  Twenty-three  of  them 
were  children.  Do  not  deceive  yourself,  this  is  genocide.  It  is  the  ex- 
termination of  men,  women,  and  children.  These  are  their  faces.  I 
submit  to  the  panel  a  list  of  their  names.  These  are  only  a  few. 
Many  others  we  will  never  know. 

Finally,  I  urge  each  and  every  Member  of  this  Congress  to  sup- 
port further  actions  that  will  condemn  Fidel  Castro  before  the 
international  community  for  this  monstrous  crime.  I  urge  each  you 
to  send  a  strong  message  to  those  nations  that  invest  in  Cuba  that 
they  too  are  to  be  held  accountable  for  the  crimes  the  regime  which 
their  capital  helps  to  sustain. 

I  urge  the  Congress  to  set  limits  and  conditions  on  any  economic 
aid  to  countries  which  have  investments  in  Cuba,  Mexico,  and 
Spain  to  name  only  a  few,  nations  such  as  Mexico  which,  over  the 
past  few  weeks,  have  come  to  you  seeking  assistance  to  salvage 
their  economic  crisis  but  which  continue  to  invest  in  Cuba  and  pro- 
long the  regime  and  the  suffering  of  the  Cuban  people. 

I  implore  you  to  refuse  any  assistance  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment and  to  any  other  accomplice  of  Castro's  36-year-old  dictator- 
ship. As  Cuba's  founding  father,  Jose  Marti,  once  proclaimed,  "To 
witness  a  crime  in  silence  is  to  commit  it." 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  And  thank  you  for  having  me. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Ms.  Perez  Castellon  appears  in  the 
appendix.] 

Mr.  Burton.  I  thank  you  very  much,  Ms.  Perez,  for  that  very  elo- 
quent statement. 

Ms.  Perez.  I  think  he  wanted  to  say  a  short  remark. 

Mr.  Romero.  I  wanted  to  say,  since  this  is  being  broadcast  live 
through  Radio  Marti  to  Cuba,  I  want  to  send  our  warmest  regard 
to  a  brother  of  ours  who  is  in  prison  in  Villa  Marista,  Raul  Munos 
Garcia.  He  was  the  captain  of  the  March  13  tugboat.  I  would  like 
to  tell  him  to  have  faith  in  God.  One  day  he  too  will  be  free.  And 
he  will  be  here  with  us  in  the  promised  land. 

Also  to  our  brother  rafters  in  Guantanamo,  please  don't  get  des- 
perate and  don't  go  back  to  Cuba.  Many  have  died  crossing  that 
fence.  Everything  will  be  solved  so  that  they  too  can  come  here. 
And  if  one  day  TV  Marti  could  be  watched  in  every  home  in  Cuba, 
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Castro  would  fall.  It  is  through  those  broadcasts  that  many  things 
that  were  hidden  have  been  known.  The  day  TV  Marti  reaches 
those  homes  will  be  Castro's  last. 

Mr.  Burton.  Thank  you  very  much  for  that  very  eloquent  state- 
ment. We  will  hope  that  one  day,  before  too  long,  Cuba  will  be  free, 
and  there  will  be  no  need  for  people  to  get  on  rafts  and  try  to  come 
across  angry  seas  to  the  United  States  because  they  won't  be  any 
need  to. 

And  with  that 

Mr.  Fernandez.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  a  special  question.  As  you 
remember,  when  I  met  with  you,  there  were  a  list  of  13  people  that 
were  directly  involved  in  this  incident  but  because  there  were  too 
many,  I  decided  to  only  bring  four  of  them.  And  I  only  think  it  is 
fair  that  we  do  anything  that  is  possible  to  do  to  bring  the  rest  of 
the  nine.  I  wonder  if  anything  that  you,  Ileana,  Bob  or  yourself, 
Mr.  Chairman,  can  do  to  help  the  other  nine  come  into  the  United 
States?  I  would  appreciate  if  you  could  do  that. 

Mr.  Burton.  Mr.  Fernandez,  if  you  will  give  us  the  names,  we 
will  check  with  Immigration  and  the  State  Department  to  see  what 
can  be  done.  We  will  do  that  right  away. 

Ileana,  do  you  have  any  questions  or  comments? 

Ms.  Ros-Lehtinen.  Just  to  thank  you  once  again,  Mr.  Chairman, 
for  your  very  able  leadership  and  guidance,  and  thank  you  for  your 
efforts  in  making  this  hearing  possible.  Most  especially  for  the 
rafters.  And  I  thank  the  Valladares  Foundation  and  the  Cuban 
American  National  Foundation,  two  of  many  other  Cuban  Amer- 
ican organizations  that  fight  daily  for  freedom  and  democracy  to 
the  enslaved  Cuban  people. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Burton.  Mr.  Menendez. 

Mr.  Menendez.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

I  want  to  thank  all  of  the  panelists.  Ms.  Perez,  I  have  been  on 
her  program  in  Miami  and  who,  on  behalf  of  the  Foundation,  is  an 
excellent  example  of  the  work  that  they  do,  certainly  to  our  broth- 
ers and  sisters  who  have  now  arrived  with  us  in  tne  land  of  the 
greatest  country  in  the  world  and  for  their  courage. 

And  lastly,  on  a  note  to  close,  since  this  is  being  transmitted  to 
Cuba,  Mr.  Fernandez  symbolizes  what  a  citizen  in  a  democracy  can 
do,  Mr.  Chairman.  He  has  been  pressing  this  issue  since  it  hap- 
pened. He  pressed  me,  not  that  I  need  a  lot  of  pressing,  but  he  cer- 
tainlv  kept  me  consistently  on  the  issue  of  pushing  a  resolution 
which  had  the  votes  of  even  those  who  often  do  not  side  with  us 
on  the  issue. 

And  his  willingness  to  conduct  civil  disobedience  in  order  to  bring 
attention  to  the  issue  is  clearly  in  the  finest  tradition  of  what  this 
country  is  all  about  and  shows  what  a  citizen  can  do  in  a  democ- 
racy. 

Mr.  Burton.  Thank  you  Mr.  Menendez.  Let  me  end  it 

Mr.  Smith.  Excuse  me,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  Burton.  I  am  sorry;  I  didn't  see  you. 

Mr.  Smith.  I  want  to  tnank  our  distinguished  witnesses  for  their 
outstanding  testimony.  And  thank  you  for  convening  this  timely 
hearing.  Briefly,  if  I  could,  a  couple  of  questions  that  I  still  have 
remaining,  if  I  could. 
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Both  of  you,  perhaps  all  three  of  you,  gave  your  view  of  the  Clin- 
ton-Castro September  9  agreement.  I  think  it  needs  to  be  said  very 
clearly  and  succinctly  exactly  how  the  Cuban  Americans  and  the 
Cubans  themselves  who  remain  captive  feel  about  that. 

And  also  when  we  are  talking  about  the  importance  of  TV  Marti, 
as  to  whether  or  not  a  UHF  component  and  broadcasting  on  that 
part  of  the  spectrum  would  be  advisable,  again  trying  to  reach 
more  of  the  people  with  the  message  of  democracy,  and  most  impor- 
tantly with  the  simple  unvarnished  truth  which  obviously  Mr.  Cas- 
tro does  not  permit. 

Ms.  Perez,  As  far  as  TV  Marti,  I  totally  agree  that  more  broad- 
casts should  be  sent  into  Cuba  and  I  think  that  this  is  a  perfect 
example.  Something  that  would  have  remained  hidden  became 
known  because  of  these  broadcasts. 

Regarding  the  situation  of  the  agreement,  I  really  regret  that  I 
have  to  see  my  fellow  countrymen  behind  barbed  wire  in  Guanta- 
namo.  I  only  hope  they  can  come  here  and  have  the  same  opportu- 
nities that  we  had.  But  at  the  same  time,  I  urge  this  Congress  and 
the  administration  to  impose  severe  sanctions  on  the  Cuban  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Smith.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Perez. 

Mr.  Fernandez.  Yes,  Mr.  Smith,  for  the  agpreement,  I  only  have 
one  word:  Disgrace.  How  in  the  world  can  the  United  States  sign 
an  agreement  with  a  government  like  Cuba  who  has  been  for  years 
been  accused,  has  been  condemned  at  United  Nations  and  how  the 
United  States  is  trusting  Cuba  to  humanely  treat  the  people  that 
are  leaving,  to  me  is  just  beyond  words. 

Congressman,  I  have  a  receipt  here.  This  is  how  the  people  in 
Guantanamo  are  being  treated.  And  I  hope  that  a  hearing  will 
come  soon  to  talk  about  Guantanamo  because  it  is  a  disgrace  that 
Amnesty  International  accuses  the  United  States  of  human  rights 
violations.  Amnesty  International  is  not  a  right-wing  organization. 

And  now  we  have  the  United  States,  the  country  where  my  kids 
were  born,  being  accused  of  human  rights  violations  just  like  North 
Korea,  Vietnam,  and  others.  I  think  it  is  a  disgrace,  the  agreement. 
The  treatment  that  the  people  in  Guantanamo  are  getting  and  now 
people  that  want  to  be  free  are  called  illegal  immigrants.  Total  dis- 
grace. 

Thank  you. 

Mr.  Smith.  Mr.  Romero. 

Mr.  Romero.  [Through  an  interpreter.]  I  don't  know  what  kind 
of  an  agreement  this  could  be.  All  of  Cuba,  all  the  Cuban  people 
would  like  to  immigrate  to  the  United  States.  I  cannot  imagine 
what  kind  of  an  agreement  this  is.  Since  this  started,  I  haven't 
been  in  Guantanamo.  And  we  were  totally  uninformed.  But  the 
Cuban  Government  really  has  no  moral  grounds  on  which  to  hold 
any  agreement  with  the  United  States.  The  rest  I  don't  know  much 
about. 

Mr.  Smith.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Let  me  just  say,  Mr.  Fernandez,  that  I  agree  with  you  that  it  is 
a  disgrace.  It  is  deplorable  what  this  administration  has  done.  The 
committee  that  I  chair,  the  Subcommittee  on  International  Oper- 
ations and  Human  Rights,  will  be  convening  a  hearing  on  refugees. 
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We  plan  to  explore  this  question  very  much  in  depth  because  I  to- 
tally disagree  with  the  administration  on  this. 

I  think  again  what  they  have  done  in  dealing  with  the  captor, 
with  the  one  who  has,  as  has  been  for  the  last  30  years,  who  has 
so  mistreated  and  tortured  a  great  people,  to  turn  him  into  some- 
body who  acts  on  our  behalf,  the  United  States'  behalf  in  trying  to 
curb  immigration  and  rafters  and  people  from  leaving,  is  out- 
rageous, to  say  the  least. 

So  I  thank  you  for  your  very  succinct  way  of  putting  it.  It  is  a 
disgrace,  and  hopefully  the  message  will  go  back  to  the  administra- 
tion that  we  are  not  going  to  idly  sit  by  while  this  disgrace  contin- 
ues. And  I  thank  you  very  much. 

Mr.  Burton.  I  thank  the  gentleman  for  his  questions,  comments. 
I  thank  the  panel. 

Let  me  just  say  we  probably  will  be  meeting  jointly  with  Con- 
gressman Smith.  We  are  going  to  Guantanamo  to  take  a  look  at 
this  situation  for  ourselves  and  find  out  what  the  situation  is. 
Maybe  we  can  alleviate  some  of  the  problems  down  there  and  get 
this  problem  solved  as  quickly  as  possible. 

With  that,  we  want  to  thank  all  the  panelists,  everyone  who  tes- 
tified today.  This  meeting  is  adjourned. 

Wait  a  minute.  Mr.  Chairman. 

Chairman  Oilman.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  regret  I  was  not  able  to  be 
here  earlier.  I  want  to  congratulate  you,  commend  you  and  the  par- 
ticipants for  conducting  this  hearing, 

I  do  have  a  statement  for  the  record,  and  I  want  to  assure  our 
Cuban  American  population  and  our  newly  arrived  Cubans  that  we 
are  certainly  going  to  continue  to  do  whatever  we  can  to  improve 
their  conditions  that  now  exist  in  Cuba  and  the  conditions  that 
exist  between  our  two  nations. 

Thank  you. 

[The  prepared  statement  of  Chairman  Oilman  appears  in  the  ap- 
pendix.! 

Mr.  Burton.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  We  are  glad  you  could 
make  it. 

With  that,  this  meeting  stands  adjourned. 

[Whereupon,  at  5:03  p.m.,  the  subcommittee  was  adjourned  to  re- 
convene at  the  call  of  the  chair,] 
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Btaf Bent  of  conar*»svom«n  ll«an«  Ro»-Lahtlnen 

Befora  Th»  Wastern  Heaisphere  Subeomnrj-ttee  Hearing  On 

Tha  "13th  of  March"  Tugboat  SinXina 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  First,  I  want  to  congratulate  you  on  being 
selected  Chairman  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  Subcommittee.  I  am  sure  that 
under  your  leadership  the  Subcommittee  will  continue  to  promote  human  rights, 
democracy  and  free  markets  throughout  our  hemisphere. 

I  also  want  to  thank  you  for  conducting  the  first  hearing  of  this 
SubcoBinittee  in  this  new  session  of  Congress  on  the  brutal  sinking  by  the 
goons  of  the  Castro  regime  of  the  "13th  of  March"  tugboat.  I  believe  that 
this  sends  a  strong  signal  to  the  Cuban  regime  that  the  U.S.  Congress  will 
continue  to  forcefully  condemn  its  human  rights  violations  and  that  the 
American  people  remain  in  solidarity  with  the  people  of  Cuba  in  their 
struggle  for  freedom. 

Although  we  are  now  accustomed  to  expecting  the  cruelest  and  most 
barbaric  acts  by  the  Castro  regime,  this  incident  ranks  among  the  most 
inhumane  and  the  most  monstrous  the  regime  has  committed  in  its  35  years  of 
totalitarian  rule.  By  now  we  all  know  the  gory  details.  A  tugboat  filled 
with  over  70  passengers  was  allowed,  on  purpose,  to  sail  7  miles  from  the 
coast,  and  then  was  mercilessly  attacked  with  water 

cannons  and  rammed  continuously  by  the  Castro  regime  until  the  tugboat  was 
split  in  half. 

Fathers  and  mothers  held  up  their  sons  and  daughters  up  to  full  view  in 
hopes  of  arising  some  feelings  of  compassion  from  Castro's  thugs.  But  to  no 
avail.  After  ramming  and  attacking  the  boat,  survivors  have  reported  that 
the  Cuban  vessels  sailed  in  circles  around  the  damaged  tugboat  so  as  to 
create  a  whirlpool  effect  that  would  lead  to  the  slow  death  of  the  Cuban 
refugees  in  the  ocean. 

The  sinking  of  the  tugboat  was  brutality  of  such  magnitude  that  it  has 
been  called  "the  Tiannamen  Square  of  Cuba."  The  indiscriminate  murder  of 
dozens  of  Cubans  left  such  a  deep  scare  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  that  it 
led  them  to  demonstrate  massively  in  the  streets.  Forgetting  they  were 
putting  their  lives  on  the  line,  the  people  tired  of  the  repression  and 
control  of  Castro,  demonstrated  in  various  neighborhoods  of  Havana  chanting 
"Libertad,    Libertadl  '.'.". 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  a  crucial  time  for  U.S.  policy  toward  Cuba. 
Unfortunately,  the  current  Administration  has  fumbled  its  policy  toward  the 
island  and  missed  a  great  opportunity  to  reassert  our  firmness  against  the 
Cuban  tyrant.  The  Clinton  Administration  has  chosen  accommodation  with 
Castro  instead  of  increasing  political  and  economic  pressures  on  the  regime. 
Indeed,  the  Clinton  Administration  has  proven  that  it  has  no  intention  to 
stare  down  Castro.  Instead,  the  Administration  has  chosen  a  road  of  dialogue 
and  negotiations  which  will  inevitably  lead  to  nowhere —  but  to  allow  Castro 
to  remain  in  power  for  a  lonaer  time. 
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Case  in  point  is  the  on-going  talks  between  the  Administratior.  and  the 
regime.  The  recently  completed  third  round  of  talks  have  been  portrayed  by 
the  Administration  as  harmless  and  jnly  c' '.rected  at  measuring  the  progress  of 
the  immigration  agreement.  But  these  ta^ks  are  not  harmless.  The  talks  give 
Castro  the  credibility  he  does  not  enjoy  nor  deserves.  It  places  a  tyrant, 
murderer  of  thousands  of  people,  at  the  same  level  as  a  free  and  democratic 
nation.   This  is  wrong. 

The  Administration  chooses  to  negotiate  with  a  regime  which  blamed  the 
tugboat  sinking  which  left  more  than  40  Cubans  dead,  mostly  women  and 
children,  upon  the  United  States.  It  was  Raul  Castro  who  blamed  the  incident 
on  the  U.S.  when  he  said  that  "The  lives  lost  on  the  bottom  of  the  sea  have 
to  be  blamed  first  of  all  on  the  U.S.  due  to  their  permanent  aggressive 
attitude  against  our  country..."  Raul  Castro  proceeded  to  add  that  the 
pursuing  Cuban  boats  were  just  trying  to  deter  the  refugee  vessel  from  making 
what  he  called  a  "death  trip." 

The  Administration's  policy  chooses  to  dialogue  with  a  despot  who  has 
enslaved  the  Cuban  people  for  35  years.  Who  has  denied  the  people  of 
fundamental  freedoms,  as  freedom  of  speech,  press,  assembly  and  their  right 
to  freely  elect  their  government  representatives.  A  regime  which  has  created 
one  of  the  most  advanced  police  states  ever  known  and  one  who  has  attempted 
to  export  its  maniacal  system  to  the  rest  of  the  Hemisphere. 

Indeed,  already  through  its  policy  toward  the  rafters,  the  President  has 
already  given  up  the  moral  high  ground  the  United  States  held  in  our 
continued  struggle  to  bring  democracy  and  liberty  to  the  island.  The 
Administration  has  turned  a  dream  of  freedom  into  a  nightmare  for  thousands 
of  rafters  who  are  forced  to  live  in  precarious  conditions  as  time  passes  by 
aimlessly. 

I  hope  that  today's  four  refugee  witnesses,  besides  telling  us  about  the 
brutal  attack  on  their  vessel,  will  also  address  the  conditions  at 
Guantanamo.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  interested  in  hearing  from  Dennis  Hays 
about  the  Administration's  future  plans  for  the  refugees. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  recently  completed  Summit  of  the  Americas  wa^  a 
celebration  of  the  expansion  of  democracy  and  prosperity  in  our  hemisphere. 
However,  this  celebration  will  not  be  complete  until  Cuba  joins  the  family  of 
free  and  democratic  nations.  To  accomplish  this  we  cannot  continue  down  the 
path  of  accommodation  with  Castro. 

We  have  to  strengthen  the  embargo  by  lobbying  actively  in  the  United 
Nations  and  other  international  forums  for  the  internationalization  of  the 
embargo  on  Cuba.  Additionally,  we  have  to  end  the  current  policy  which 
punishes  rafters  searching  for  freedom  and  allows  Castro  to  make  immigration 
the  main  problem  between  the  U.S.  and  Cuba. 

Most  importantly,  we  need  to  continue  to  prove  to  the  Cuban  people  that 
we  stand  on  their  side  in  their  efforts  to  create  a  democratic  government  in 
Cuba.  Unfortunately,  I  believe  some  have  lost  some  trust  in  our  commitment. 
It  is  time  to  revive  that  trust  and  increase  our  pressures  on  Castro.  Thank 
you. 
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Testimony  of  Peter  Deutsch 

Before  the  Western  Hemisphere  Affairs  Subcommittee 

1/24/95 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  allowing  me  to  testify 
on  this  important  issue.  Let  me  make  clear  from  the  outset,  I 
deplore  the  Cuban  Government's  deliberate  destruction  of  the  13  of 
March  tugboat.  The  voices  of  the  women  and  children  that  were 
murdered  on  the  morning  of  July  13  must  not  go  unheard.  I  commend 
you  for  airing  this  tragedy,  so  they  will  not. 

Once  again,  we  are  confronted  with  the  atrocities  that  the 
Castro  regime  is  willing  to  commit  to  keep  the  people  of  Cuba 
subjugated  under  its  despotic  rule.  Fortunately,  we  were  informed 
of  this  incident  by  a  few  brave  survivors  who  were  able  to  escape 
the  fate  many  others  could  not.  But  I  must  ask,  how  many  other 
incidents  have  gone  unreported?  How  many  voices  will  we  never  hear? 
The  answer  is  too  many. 

The  end  of  the  Cold  War  has  seen  many  of  the  communist  regimes 
in  the  Eastern  Europe  and  the  former  Soviet  Union  start  the  process 
of  transformation  into  democracies.  In  Southeast  Asia  and  Africa, 
people  are  becoming  more  and  more  active  in  their  political 
process.  Yet  ninety  miles  to  our  south,  a  communist  dictatorship 
continues  to  oppress  its  citizens.  There  are  many  priorities  for 
U.S.  foreign  policy,  but  a  free  Cuba  must  be  a  higher  priority. 

We  must  not  allow  the  end  of  the  Cold  War  to  soften  our  Cuba 
policy.  The  fall  of  the  Soviet  Union  has  not  changed  the  repressive 
policies  of  the  Cuban  government  towards  its  citizens.  We  must 
continue  to  fight  for  a  free  Cuba,  by  using  our  economic, 
political,  and  military  influence  in  the  Caribbean  Basin.  U.S. 
policy  should  continue  to  call  for  an  end  to  the  authoritarian 
Castro  regime.  I  hope  that  we  can  put  an  end  to  the  senseless 
violence  that  took  place  in  the  morning  of  July  13th.  We  must  speak 
for  the  women  and  children  who  are  not  here  to  speak  for 
themselves. 
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TRANSCRIPT  OF  VERBAL  TESTIMONY  OF  JANETTE  HERNANDEZ 

Interview  with  Radio  Maiti 

When  we  got  on  the  tugboat,  everything  was  fine,  there  was  no  one  around,  there  wasn't  anything  ahead 
of  us,  there  was  no  obstacle.  When  we  were  leaving  the  bay  we  saw  two  tugboats  without  their  lights  on. 

When  we  left,  they  saw  us  leaving  but  when  we  left  they  started  the  hoses,  they  were  constant,  the  water, 
they  did  not  stop  even  though  they  Icnew  there  were  children  [with  us]. 

When  we  left,  we  realized  that  there  were  people  in  the  Malecon[the  Havana  Bay],  it  seems  that  there  was 
activity,  you  understand,  in  the  Malecon.  When  people  saw  this,  I  imagine,  people  saw  what  happened. 

When  we  had  travelled  seven  miles,  ...because  they  had  stayed  away  from  us  [until  then].  But  with  the 
pressure  hoses  it  was  a  terrible  force.  We  were  holding  the  children  because  we  were  afraid  they  would 
fall  off.   The  men  were  behind  us  fearing  we  would  fall  off 

So  that  they  would  see  there  were  children  and  women,  we  had  to  come  to  the  top  so  that  they  could 
verify  this  fact  and  not  commit  a  murder  or  anything.  When  we  were  seven  miles  from  the  shore  we  saw 
they  accelerated  and  they  came  to  our  side.  Because  we  could  not  see  the  Cuban  coast... .because  they 
could  not  see  the  lights  of  the  Malecon,  or  the  lighthouse,  or  anything  we  suppose  we  were  seven  miles 
from  the  shore. 

They  started  to  ram  the  sides,  the  tugboat  "13th  of  March",  which  was  from  the  float  Mambisa.  We  were 
afraid  for  the  children  not  for  us.  If  it  would  have  been  us  we  would  not  have  been  afraid.  But  there 
were  children,  children  of  3  months  old,  of  zero  age. 

ViHien  we  raised  the  children,  and  they  saw  them  because  they  could  see  them,  we  raised  the  children  and 
started  screaming  that  please,  please  don't  do  that  and  they  did  not  pay  attention.  A  man  who  was  with 
us,  Roman,  who  is  now  in  prison,  started  screaming  to  a  person  on  the  other  tugboat  who  was  driving, 
'"Chino,  Jabao'  Don't  do  that,  look,  there  are  children  here"  and  he  raised  her  stepdaughter  who  was  three. 
Had  someone  not  lowered  the  child  for  him  they  would  have  killed  her  with  the  pressure  hoses. 

At  no  time  did  they  fire  on  us  or  tell  us  that  we  should  prepare  [for  boarding]  or  anything.  They  simply 
left  the  bay  and  attacked  us  seven  miles  from  the  shore  where  there  would  be  no  witnesses,  you  know, 
in  the  open  sea  there  are  no  witnesses. 

When  I  say  that  they  are  ramming  us,....  they  took  the  other  tugboat,  the  bigger  one,  and  put  it  behind  us. 
It  was  a  green  tugboat  with  a  red  stripe,  a  red  stripe  like  this,  and  it  went  to  the  stem  and  it  split  us  in  half 
from  behind.  Then  from  that  moment  on,  two  men  fell  in  the  water,  my  husband  and  that  man  whose 
name  is  Roman,  who  was  screaming  "do  not  fire,  there  are  children." 

When  this  happened,  when  this  happened,  the  tugboat  was  left  adrift  The  boss  whose  name  was  Fidelcio 
Ramel,  he  was  washed  off  with  a  pressure  hose,  with  a  pressure  hose,  he  disappeared,  disappeared 
unexpectedly.  And  when  Raul ,  who  took  over  and  assumed  responsibility,  saw  we  are  adrift,  he  got  on 
the   top  deck. 
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MURDER  AT  SEA:  THE  "TRECE  DE  HARZO"  TRAGEDY 

MICHAEL  SKOL 

PRINCIPAL  DEPUTY  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

FOR  INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 

BEFORE  THE 

WESTERN  HEMISPHERE  SUBC(MMITTEE 
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JANUARY  25,  1995 


Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.   Let  me  begin  by  saying,  Mr.  Chairman, 
how  pleased  we  are  that  you  have  chosen  to  focus  this  committee 
and  the  Congress's  attention  on  Cuba  in  your  £irst  hearing. 
The  American  people  deserve  to  know  about  the  appalling 
situation  which  prevails  only  90  miles  from  our  shores. 

I  am  here  today  to  testify  about  the  sinking  of  the  tugboat 
"Trece  de  Marzo"  (Thirteenth  of  March*),  a  deliberate,  heinous 
act  of  the  Cuban  government  which  had  tragic  consequences  still 
being  felt  today.   No  other  incident  in  recent  memory  so 
vividly  illustrates  the  brutality  of  the  Castro  regime.   It 
exemplifies  the  conduct  of  a  government  that  seeks  acceptance 
by  the  international  community  while  it  oppresses  the  unhappy 
Cuban  people. 

The  facts  of  this  case  are  simple,  but  compelling.   On  July  13, 
1994,  Cuban  Border  Guard  vessels  pursuing  the  tugboat  "Trece  de 
Marzo"  about  7  miles  north  of  Havana  fired  high-pressure  water 
hoses  at  the  tugboat  in  an  attempt  to  prevent  the  more  the  70 
people  crowded  on  board  from  fleeing  Cuba.   Displaying  the  most 
callous  disregard  for  human  life,  the  Border  Guard  then  used 
its  boats  to  ram  and  sink  the  tugboat.   An  official  government 
statement  issued  on  July  23  admitted  that  there  was  a 
"collision"  when  the  pursuing  vessels  maneuvered  to  intercept 
the  "Trece  de  Marzo"  which  caused  it  to  sink.   The  Border  Guard 
captured  31  people,  but  approximately  40  others,  including  a 
large  number  of  children,  drowned.   According  to  reports,  most 
of  the  children  on  board  fled  below  deck  when  the  Border  Guard 
began  sweeping  the  tugboat  with  pressurized  water;  they  were 
trapped  below  when  it  went  down. 

The  Cuban  government  initially  attempted  to  downplay  the 
incident.   However,  news  of  it,  carried  by  Radio  Marti,  slowly 
forced  the  government  to  acknowledge  responsibility  even  while 
the  regime  increased  efforts  to  jam  Radio  Marti. 

President  Clinton,  in  Miami  on  July  18,  described  the  incident 
as  "a  human  tragedy,"  adding,  "I  deplore  it  as  another  example 
of  the  brutal  nature  of  the  Cuban  regime."   The  Archbishop  of 
Havana  called  upon  the  Cuban  government  to  investigate  the 


•March  13  was  the  date  in  1957  of  the  university  student  attack 
on  Batista's  presidential  palace,  in  which  Jose  Antonio 
Echevarria  was  killed. 
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tragedy;  the  Pope  expressed  his  concern.   The  governments  of 
Spain  and  the  Czech  Republic  made  similar  statements.   The 
Cuban  regime  ignored  pleas  for  a  full  investigation  and  for  a 
diving  expedition  to  recover  the  bodies  of  the  victims.   The 
Permanent  Mission  of  Cuba  to  the  United  Nations  Office  at 
Geneva  issued  a  press  release  on  August  25  stating  that  "it  was 
determined  that  the  authorities  of  the  island  bore  no 
responsibility"  for  what  the  release  termed  an  "accident . "The 
State  Department  issued  a  statement  on  July  22  which  read,  in 
part: 

"Cuban  government  vessels  fired  high-pressure  water  hoses  at 
the  tugboat  "13th  of  March"  in  an  attempt  to  stop  those  aboard 
the  vessel  from  fleeing  Cuba  on  July  13.   These  vessels  are 
also  reported  to  have  rammed  the  "13th  of  March"  in  an  attempt 
to  stop  it  ...  causing  it  to  sink.   Thirty-one  people  were 
reported  rescued,  with  perhaps  forty  others  —  including  many 
children  —  having  drowned  in  the  incident.   There  have  now 
been  reports  that  mourners  are  being  harassed  or  detained  by 
authorities.   We  continue  to  receive  information  from  survivors 
and  next  of  kin  that  this  was  not  an  accident.   We  support  the 
plea  of  the  Archbishop  of  Havana  for  a  full  investigation  of 
the  tragedy,  and  call  on  the  Cuban  government  to  cease  such 
violent  acts  against  its  own  citizens." 

At  Secretary  Christopher's  reguest,  our  Permanent 
Representative  to  the  United  Nations  wrote  to  UN  Secretary 
General  Boutros-Ghali  to  advise  him  of  the  tragedy  and  to  ask 
him  to  join  in  the  call  for  an  investigation.   We  also  informed 
the  United  Nations  High  Commissioner  for  Human  Rights,  Jose 
Ayala  Lasso,  of  the  incident  and  strenuously  urged  that  he  give 
it  his  attention. 

Furthermore,  in  the  course  of  responding  to  Fidel  Castro's 
migration  challenge  last  summer,  the  President  stressed  on 
August  20,  1994,  that  we  would  continue  to  bring  before  the 
United  Nations  and  other  international  organizations  evidence 
of  Cuban  human  rights  abuses,  such  as  the  sinking  of  the 
tugboat  "Trece  de  Marzo." 

On  November  28,  1994,  the  United  States  Representative  on  the 
Economic  and  Social  Council  of  the  United  Nations,  Ambassador 
Victor  Marrero,  addressed  the  UN  General  Assembly's  Social, 
Humanitarian  and  Cultural  Affairs  Committee  (Third  Committee), 
and  stated,  in  part,  "the  United  States  continues  to  be 
concerned  about  violations  of  human  rights  in  Cuba....  In  July, 
forty  Cubans  died  when  their  boat  was  rammed  by  government 
vessels  while  they  were  attempting  to  flee  aboard  the  tugboat 
•Trece  de  Marzo.'   My  government  has  called  for  a  thorough 
investigation  of  that  tragedy." 
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Subsequently,  on  December  28,  the  UN  General  Assembly  passed  a 
resolution  condemning  systematic  human  rights  abuses  in  Cuba  by 
a  vote  of  65-23;  the  Cuban  position  was  supported  by  nations 
such  as  Libya,  Iraq  and  Iran.   The  United  States  delegation 
intends  to  introduce  a  similar  resolution  during  the  upcoming 
session  of  the  UN  Human  Rights  Commission  in  Geneva  and  will 
work  vigorously  to  secure  its  adoption.   I  can  assure  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  members  of  the  Subcommittee,  that  the  Cuban 
government  has  consistently  ignored  all  previous  exhortations 
by  the  world  community  to  improve  its  human  rights  performance, 
and  continues  to  defy  the  will  of  both  the  UN  General  Assembly 
and  the  UN  Human  Rights  Commission  —  of  which,  ironically,  it 
is  a  member  —  by  declining  to  cooperate  with  the  Commission 
and  refusing  permission  to  its  Special  Rapporteur  to  visit  Cuba 
and  investigate  conditions  there. 

While  the  "Trece  de  Marzo"  tragedy  was  singular  in  its 
magnitude,  it  is  not  unique  in  the  history  of  this  regime.   The 
UN  Human  Rights  Commission's  Special  Rapporteur  for  Cuba,  the 
Swedish  diplomat  Carl-Johan  Groth,  pointed  out  in  his  report  to 
the  1994  UN  General  Assembly,  "regrettably,  this  is  no  isolated 
incident."   The  Special  Rapporteur  noted  that  he  had  "already 
made  mention  in  previous  reports  of  information  received  about 
incidents  of  excessive  use  of  force  on  the  part  of  coast  guard 
patrols  to  prevent  the  departure  of  persons  attempting  to  leave 
the  country,  resulting  in  deaths  on  a  number  of  occasions." 

In  a  grim  foreshadowing  of  the  "Trece  de  Marzo"  sinking,  on 
April  29,  1994,  the  Cuban  Border  Guard  rammed  and  sank  the 
"Olympia,"  a  private  vessel  which  had  fled  Cuba  and  was  about 
25  nautical  miles  north  of  the  coast  of  the  province  of 
Camaguey.   Three  of  the  21  people  on  board  drowned,  including 
two  six  year-old  children.   The  Cuban  Border  Guard  detained  ten 
adult  male  passengers  for  four  months,  using  blackmail  and 
threats  in  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  obtain  declarations  that 
the  sinking  had  been  accidental.   The  ten  men  still  face  fines 
and  possible  prison  terms.   The  Government  of  Cuba  awarded 
medals  and  bicycles  to  the  members  of  the  Cuban  Border  Guard 
responsible  for  the  sinking. 

Mr.  Chairman,  On  September  9,  the  U.S.  and  Cuban  governments 
concluded  a  migration  agreement  which  put  an  end  to  the 
dangerous  exodus  of  Cubans  and  created  a  way  to  channel  the 
desire  to  flee  Cuba  into  safe  and  legal  means  of  migrating. 
Cuba  agreed  to  prevent  unsafe  boat  departures  using  "mainly 
persuasive  efforts."   In  the  months  since  the  agreement,  the 
kind  of  deplorable  act  represented  by  the  sinking  of  the  "Trece 
de  Marzo"  has  not  been  repeated. 
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Nevertheless,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  has  been  no  basic  change  in 
the  Cuban  Government's  general  performance  on  human  rights. 
That  is  why  the  Department  of  State  will  continue  to  pursue 
aggressively  in  the  UN  and  other  international  fora,  as  well  as 
in  diplomatic  contacts  with  third  countries,  a  policy  of 
focusing  attention  on  human  rights  abuses  in  Cuba  such  as  the 
murderous  sinking  of  the  "Trece  de  Marzo"  as  well  as  the 
overall  human  rights  situation  in  that  country.   Without  any 
question  that  situation  continues  to  be  abysmal.   As  Ambassador 
Marrero  recently  told  the  United  Nations,  "Today,  in  this 
hemisphere,  only  the  Cuban  people  are  denied  basic  freedoms  of 
association  and  speech;  they  remain  subject  to  detention 
without  cause;  and  an  unknown  number  are  prisoners  of 
conscience."   Mr.  Chairman,  we  will  not  rest  from  this  effort 
until  our  neighbors,  the  Cuban  people,  enjoy  the  freedoms  that 
now  prevail  in  the  rest  of  this  hemisphere  and  incidents  such 
as  the  "Trece  de  Marzo"  are  relegated  to  chapters  of  Cuban 
history  which  detail  the  tragedies  of  the  past. 
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Mr.  Chairman  and  other  distinguished  members  of  this 
sxibcommittee,  on  behalf  of  the  Valladares  Foiindation  I  would  like 
to  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  testify  on  the  subject  of  the 
intentional  sinking  of  the  "March  13th",  a  Cuban  tug  boat  who  in 
the  early  hours  of  July  13th,  1994  left  the  Havana  harbor  with  72 
people  on  board. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  Subcommittee  who  has 
done  a  tremendous  job  working  out  the  logistics  of  this  hearing 
and  assisting  us  in  our  request  to  conduct  this  hearing  this 
afternoon.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  introduce  for  the  record 
several  items.  First,  the  Cuban  government  explanation  of  this 
incident  as  it  was  broadcasted  by  "Radio  Rebelde",  the  official 
voice  of  the  Cuban  government,  on  Saturday  July  19,  19  94. 

Secondly,  the  transcript  of  a  telephone  interview  conducted 
shortly  after  the  incident  by  Alvaro  Deinsua,  a  reporter  for 
Radio  Marti.  Mr.  Deinsua  was  able  to  interview  Jeannette 
Hernandez  Gutierrez,  one  of  the  female  survivors.  Finally  a 
Washington  Post  article  dated  September  11,  1994  by  Tod 
Robberson.  Mr.  Robberson,  while  in  Havana,  interviewed  several  of 
the  survivors  of  this  incident  labeled  by  some  as  Cuba's 
Tiananmen  Square. 

Mr.  Chairman,  six  months  have  passed  since  this  barbaric  act  took 
place,  yet  its  brutality  is  not  well  known  by  many.  Many  years 
have  passed  since  the  murder  of  several  nuns  in  El  Salvador  took 
place.  However  the  media  still  talks  about  it.  The  Holocaust  has 
also  not  been  forgotten  although  fifty  years  have  passed.  We 
agree  that  such  crimes  should  be  widely  reported.  A  crime  is  a 
crime  no  matter  where  it  takes  place  or  who  commits  it.  The  world 
must  know  about  it. 

But  we  ask  ourselves  why  the  international  media,  the  U.S.  media 
and  also  the  United  States  government  has  paid  so  little 
attention  to  this  act  of  aggression  by  the  Cuban  government  on 
innocent  people   whose  only  desire  was  to  get  away  from  a  regime 
that  has  been  slaving  their  existence  for  over  thirty  five  years. 
With  disbelief  Ciiban  Americans  saw  that  the  killing  of  forty 
people,  the  majority  women  and  children  ranging  from  the  ages  of 
12  months  to  6  0  years  was  not  news  worthy. 

In  Washington,  to  obtain  the  attention  of  the  media,  a  group  of 
twelve  members  of  Casa  Ctiba  and  the  Valladares  Foundation,  I 
being  one  of  them,  had  to  chain  ourselves  to  the  fences  of  the 
Cuban  Interest  Section  and  bring  to  the  doors  of  those  who 
initially  denied  this  event  ever  took  place,  twenty  little  white 
coffins  as  a  symbol  of  the  twenty  infants  who  drowned.  It  was  an 
honor  to  be  handcuffed  and  arrested  for  the  first  time  in  an  act 
of  civil  disobedience  in  order  to  bring  attention  to  this  crime. 

The  exile  community  had  to  go  to  the  extreme  of  buying  a  paid 
announcement  in  order  to  get  this  incident  published  by  the 
Washington  Post.  Miami  Commissioner  Pedro  Reboredo,  here  in  this 
room  today,  gladly  used  several  thousand  dollars  of  his   campaign 
money  to  have  the  story  printed.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  also  would  like 
to  have  this  add  included  in  the  record. 
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In  order  for  the  members  of  this  committee  and  the  press  that  is 
here  today  to  fully  vinderstand  the  extremes  of  how  the  Cuban 
government  lies  to  its  people  and  the  world,  it  is  importeuat 
before  we  hear  the  testimonies  of  the  eye  witnesses  to  see  cind 
hear  Raul  Castro,  Minister  of  the  Armed  Forces,  with  his  brother 
Fidel  nearby  giving  an  explcination  to  the  Cubaja  people  of  what 
happened  during  the  early  hours  of  July  13,  1994. 

We  would  like  to  show  a  video  with  a  portion  of  Raul  Castro's 
July  26,  1994  speech  in  Isla  de  Pinos  during  the  35th  anniversary 
celebration  of  the  Cioban  Revolution.  This  video  is  in  Spanish  so 
it  will  be  treinslated. 

Now  that  you  have  had  the  opportunity  to  hear  perhaps  one  of  the 
greatest  lies  ever  told,  I  would  like  to  make  some  comments  about 
this  horrible  attack  on  seventy  two  innocent  people. 

The  escape  of  the  "March  13th"  was  immediately  spotted  by  C\iban 
forces  while  it  was  still  in  the  harbor.  Because  there  were  many 
people  around  at  that  time,  a  calculated  decision  was  made  to 
allow  the  boat  to  leave  several  miles  out  into  the  sea  where 
there  would  be  no  witnesses.  The  fleeing  tug  boat  was  trailed  by 
three  other  government  tug  boats.  Then,  the  massacre  started. 

Bodies  were  thrown  into  the  air  and  death  shortly  followed  due  to 
the  force  of  heavy  pressurized  hoses  carried  by  the  pursuing  tug 
boats.  The  skipper  of  the  "March  13",  Fidencio  Ramel,   was  one  of 
the  first  ones  to  die  by  the  force  of  the  hoses.   These  hoses  are 
normally  used  by  tug  boats  to  put  out  fires  in  the  ocean.  Jorge 
C\iba  Suarez,  one  of  the  survivors  interviewed  by  Tod  Robberson, 
claims  that  nobody  ever  tried  to  stop  them  prior  to  the 
intentional  sinking  of  the  boat.  It  is  clear  that  specific  orders 
were  given  to  kill  all  those  on  board. 

The  Cuban  government  accused  those  responsible  for  commandeering 
the  "March  13th"  as  irresponsible  because  they  were  aware  of 
problems  with  the  boat.  The  Cuban  government  said  that  as  soon  as 
the  escaping  tug  boat  left  the  dock  it  started  to  have  water 
leaks.  This  charge  is  totally  false  and  is  disputed  by  all  the 
survivors . 

They  also  dispute  Castro's  controlled  media  reports  that  the 
rescue  operation  of  the  survivors  was  difficult  because  of  rough 
waters.  The  same  government  newspapers  reported  that  the  weather 
the  day  before,  the  day  of  the  massacre  and  the  day  after  all  had 
calm  waters. 

Although  the  "March  13th"  was  an  old  boat,  its  sea  worthiness  was 
not  a  problem.  It  had  been  recently  repaired.  The  pleads  of  the 
mothers  holding  infants  in  their  hands  trying  to  obtain  mercy 
from  the  attackers  went  unheard.  The  hoses  kept  sweeping  people 
off  the  boat's  deck.  The  attacking  tug  boats  were  so  close  to  the 
fleeing  boat  that  the  crying  of  the  scared  people  being  attacked 
could  be  heard  by  the  attackers. 
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It  did  not  take  much  to  brake  in  pieces  the  old  fleeing  tug  boat. 
In  just  minutes  the  boat  went  down  taking  with  its  precious 
cargo.  Mainly  innocent  inf suits  and  women.  The  barbarism  of  this 
event  does  not  end  here.  While  some  of  the  survivors  tried  to 
stay  afloat,  the  attacking  boats  and  their  crews  stayed  nearby 
watching  them  go  under  as  their  strengths  gave  up. 

Jorge  Luis  Garcia,  one  of  the  survivors  in  Tod  Robberson' s  story 
said,  "They  just  stared  at  us.  One  man  stood  on  the  deck  with  his 
arms  crossed.  I  couldn't  believe  it.  They  were  trying  to  make  us 
drown."  After  hours  in  the  water,  those  who  were  still  alive  were 
brought  into  two  Cubeua  gun  boats  who  had  watched  the  whole 
massacre  from  the  distance. 

Several  days  later,  the  only  known  remains  of  the  boat  were  found 
by  a  fisherman  near  Bimini.  I  have  it  here  today.  This  is  the 
name  plate  of  the  boat.  I  thank  Pura  Martin  from  the  "Key  West 
Cuban  Refugee  Transit  Home"  who  is  here  today  and  keeps  it  as  a 
remainder  of  this  inhumane  and  barbaric  act.  There  are  many  other 
sad  stories  related  with  this  massacre.  They  all  point  to  s>. 
dictatorial  regime  and  its  leaders  whose  only  aim  is  to  survive 
no  matter  what  the  cost  is  or  what  it  takes. 

Unlike  other  similar  previous  attacks,  this  time  a  big  mistake 
was  made.  Survivors  were  left  alive  and  immediately  told  the  true 
story  of  the  incident  despite  attempts  by  the  government  to  buy 
their  silence  with  furnished  houses  smd  the  threats  of  reprisals. 
Tod  Robberson' s  report  describes  the  government  attempts  to 
silence  them. 

The  consequences  of  this  sad  incident  are  many.  As  we  can.   expect, 
the  news  of  the  massacre  did  not  go  well  with  the  Cuban  people. 
After  thirty  five  years  they  know  how  far  the  Cuban  government 
can  go  to  stay  in  power 

On  August  5th,  1994  over  30,000  people  went  into  the  streets  of 
Havana  breaking  windows,  overturning  and  burning  cars  and 
demanding  freedom.  Once  again  the  evil  nature  of  the  regime  Ceime 
to  play.  Seeing  the  possibility  of  an  all  out  rebellion  eind  to 
take  away  attention  from  these  embarrassing  events  a  new  crisis 
was  orchestrated,  encouraged  and  maintained  by  the  Cuban 
government . 

A  second  version  of  the  Mariel  boat  lift  develops  and  quickly  the 
mass  exodus  of  32,000  people  began.  These  freedom  seeker  rafters 
are  now  used  as  pawns  by  both  the  U.S.  and  Cviban  governments 
while  they  languish  ^.n   concentration  camps  in  Guantanamo  and 
Panama . 

"Illegal  immigrants"  is  their  new  label  and  now  have  become  part 
of  the  anti- immigration  fever  that  is  sweeping  the  United  States. 
Unfortunately,  the  present  administration  was  caught  off  guard 
and  took  the  easy  way  out. 
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The  victims  of  this  latest  Ciibaxi  tragedy  must  now  stay  in  these 
caunps  indefinitely,  including  mauay  of  the  survivors  of  the  tug 
boat  massacre  who  once  again,  seeing  sui  opportunity,  took  to  the 
sea  to  find  the  freedom  they  could  not  reach  on  their  last 
attempt.  Once  more,  Castro  got  away  with  it.  The  world  focused 
its  attention  on  the  exodus.  The  "March  13th"  incident  and   the 
street  demonstrations  were  totally  forgotten. 

In  the  process  Castro  is  rewarded  with  a  bargaining  card  in 
bilateral  talks,  a  new  U.S. /Cuba  immigration  accord  is  developed 
ajid  those  responsible  for  the  "March  13th"  massacre  are  left  with 
the  responsibility  to  ensure  that  no  more  people  leave  the  island 
with  promises  to  use  "humane  treatment"  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Chairman,  those  two  words  disappeared  long  ago  from  the  Ciiban 
dictionary.  Ask  Ivette  Molina,  who  escaped  from  Cuba  two  years 
ago  in  a  raft  after  her  third  attempt.  She  arrived  in  the  United 
Sates  pregnant  and  with  bullet  wounds  in  her  shoulder  and 
forehead. 

It  was  not  too  long  ago  that  a  formal  protest  was  issued  by  the 
U.S.  government  for  the  inhumane  treatment  Cuba  gave  those  trying 
to  enter  Guantanamo  by  water,   shooting  people  on  the  spot  and 
fishing  injured  people  out  of  the  water  as  if  they  were  dead 
fishes.  How  ccin  we  expect  that  a  government  who  has  such  an 
atrocious  human  rights  record  be  the  enforcer  of  an  immigration 
agreement  whose  main  task  is  to  prevent  people  from  exiting 
Castro's  hell. 

After  this  hearing  ends  today  cind  we  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
watch  and  hear  the  testimony  of  the  survivors,  I  ask  the  members 
of  this  subcommittee  and  the  press  that  is  here  today,  is  this 
government  worth  talking  to  and  having  any  type  of  relationship 
with?. 

I  urge  members  of  Congress  like  Christopher  Dodd,  administration 
officials  like  Morton  Halpering,   and  others  who  believe  that 
negotiations  are  possible,  to  talk  to  the  survivors  of  this 
massacre.  I  also  urge  the  Clinton  Administration  to  rethink  about 
his  lack  of  policy  toward  Cuba  and  its  consequences.  The  Cuban 
people  have  suffered  enough.  Let's  not  prolong  their  agony 
anymore . 

Is  it  unreasonable  to  ask,  is  the  pain  of  the  Cuban  people  any 

less  than  the  pain  the  Haitian  people  suffered  under  their  brutal 

dictatorships?  Why  is  Cuba  then  not  a  priority  for  this 
Administration? 

As  part  of  my  testimony,  I  would  like  to  show  a  video   with  the 
account  of  this  incident  by  Maria  Victoria  Garcia,  a  twenty  eight 
year  old  mother  who  lost  her  ten  year  old  son  Juan  Mario,  her 
husband  and  a  brother.  Maria  Victoria  gave  her  testimony  to  a 
T.V.  reporter  in  Havana  shortly  after  her  ordeal  and  arrival  at 
her  house.  It  is  in  Spanish,  so  it  too  will  be  simultaneously 
translated  for  the  audience. 
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I  would  like  to  thank  Congressman  Bob  Menendez  for  his  persistent 
effort  to  have  this  incident  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  passage  of  House  Concurrent 
Resolution  279.  This  resolution  condemned  the  Cuban  government 
for  the  delivered  sinking  of  the  "March  13th"  tug  boat.  In  an 
unanimous  vote,  four  hundred  and  thirteen  to  zero,  this 
legislative  body  showed  its  outraged  and  indignation. 

I  can  not  conclude  my  testimony  without  thanking  the  former 
Chairman  of  this  siibcommittee  and  now  ranking  democratic  member 
Congressman  Robert  Torricelli,  Congresswoman  Ileana  Ros-Lehtinen, 
vice-chair  of  this  siibcommittee  and  Congressman  Lincoln  Diaz 
Balart,  former  member  of  this  stibcommittee  for  their  persistent 
efforts  in  bringing  attention  to  the  plight  of  eleven  million 
people  whose  only  desire  is  to  be  free. 

Those  in  the  Executive  Branch  who  helped  the  survivors  get  to 
this  hearing  on  time  have  our  respect  and  admiration.  It  was  a 
true  logistical  nightmare.   Mr.  Chairman  your  help  is  greatly 
appreciated  and  I  thank  you  again  for  meeting  with  me  during  the 
planning  stages  of  this  hearing. 
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TESTIMONY  OF  NINOSKA  PEREZ  CASTELLON 

OF  THE  CUBAN  AMERICAN  NATIONAL  FOUNDATION 

HOUSE  WESTERN  HEMISPHERE  SUBCOMMITTEE  HEARINGS 

JANUARY  25,  1995 


During  the  summer  of  1994,  the  Cuban  American  National  Foundation 
reported  several  incidents  where  boats  leaving  Cuba  --  some  on  international 
waters  -  had  been  rammed  and  in  some  instances  sunk  by  Cuban  patrol  boats. 
One  specific  incident  involved  the  wife  and  two  children  of  MIG  pilot 
Leonidas  Basulto  who  defected  in  1993  by  flying  his  MIG  into  Guantanamo 
Naval  Base. 

On  June  4th,  a  125-foot  ship,  the  Rene  Bedia,  carrying  61  Cubans  on 
board  was  fired  upon  by  a  Cuban  armed  vessel  while  on  international  waters. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  distress  signal  relayed  by  a  Ham  Radio  operator  in 
Panama  which  sent  out  a  U.S.  search  jet,  a  Cutter  and  helicopters  which 
located  the  vessel  about  60  miles  off  Key  West,  the  magnitude  of  the  tragedy 
would  have  been  otherwise.  Still,  four  Cubans  were  seriously  wounded  and 
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immediately  had  to  be  transported  to  Key  West.  According  to  the  testimony 
of  one  of  the  survivors,  the  women  on  board  held  up  their  children  in  hopes 
that  the  patrol  on  the  Cuban  gunboat  would  take  mercy  on  the  vessel's 
passengers,  instead  they  continued  to  shoot  rampantly  without  any  concern  for 
the  young  victims. 

When  on  July  14  "Granma",  the  official  newspaper  of  the  Cuban 
Communist  Party,  reported  the  sinking  of  the  tugboat  "13  de  Marzo"  as  an 
"accident"  with  an  undetermined  number  of  "anti-social  elements"  on  board, 
the  Cuban  government's  track  record  at  sea  came  to  mind.  I  knew  that  once 
again  the  same  vicious  pattern  had  been  repeated. 

On  July  15  1  was  contacted  by  Gerardo  Perez,  a  Cuban  who  resides  in 
New  Orleans  whose  11 -year-old  son  and  ex-wife  had  drowned  in  the  incident. 
The  testimonies  I  gathered  from  relatives  and  survivors  directly  from  Cuba 
during  the  following  days  left  no  doubt  that  another  massacre  had  taken  place. 
The  CANF  distributed  these  testimonies  to  international  human  rights 
organizations,  the  news  media  and  govemments  the  world  over. 
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The  Cuban  government  did  not  attempt  to  stop  the  "  1 3  de  Marzo"  from 
leaving  Cuba  as  had  been  reported,  but  instead,  stalked  it  for  some  45  minutes 
until  it  was  approximately  seven  miles  out  to  sea.  It  was  then  that  a 
government  vessel,  beyond  the  sight  of  any  possible  wimesses  on  land,  first 
rammed  the  defenseless  boatfull  of  refugees.  Two  government  fire-fighting 
boats  soon  appeared  and  began  to  pummel  the  helpless  passengers  with  water 
from  their  high-pressure  hoses. 

Although  the  passengers  repeatedly  attempted  to  surrender  to  the 
government  officials  -  even  going  so  far  as  to  indicate  a  willingness  to  return 
to  port  and  holding  the  small  children  in  the  air  and  begging  for  mercy,  the 
government  vessels  were  relentless  in  their  attack.  The  force  of  the  fire  hoses 
was  enormous.  One  survivor,  Mayda  Tacoronte,  testified:  "I  saw  children 
sprayed  from  the  protective  embrace  of  their  mother's  arms,  into  the  ocean 
waters."   Other  children  were  simply  swept  off  the  deck  into  the  sea. 

In  an  effort  to  protect  them,  the  helpless  women  carried  the  remaining 
children  into  the  hold  of  the  boat.    The  effort  was  futile.    The  crew  of  the 
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government  vessels  filled  the  hold  with  water  from  the  firehoses.  As  Mayda 
Tacoronte  saw  the  boat  sink,  she  did  not  see  any  of  the  children  come  out. 
With  most  of  its  weaker  passengers  already  drowned  inside  the  hold  or  in  the 
sea,  the  inundated  tugboat  was  finally  cracked  in  two  by  renewed  ramming 
from  the  government  vessels. 

The  heart-wrenching  testimony  of  Maria  Victoria  Garcia  is  particularly 
dramatic.  Maria  Victoria  lost  her  husband,  10-year-old  son,  brother,  three 
uncles  and  two  cousins.  "We  struggled  to  stay  above  water  by  clinging  to  a 
floating  body",  she  has  recounted,  "I  held  on  to  him  [son]  because  I  saw  he 
was  weakening  and  didn't  have  the  strength  to  go  on.  But  people  fell  on  me 
and  my  son  slipped  from  my  grasp." 

Nineteen-year-old  Janette  Hernandez,  who  is  here  today,  is  a  survivor 
of  that  barbaric  act  by  the  Castro  regime  and  will  testify  how  she  witnessed 
the  constant  ramming  of  the  Cuban  vessels  until  they  cracked  the  tugboat  in 
two.  She  herself  was  unable  to  save  her  little  nephew,  Yasel  Perodin  Alvarez. 
"I  felt  the  child  had  caught  my  foot,"  said  Janette.   "And  when  I  was  about 
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to  grab  him,  my  shoe  slipped  off  and  he  went  under.  I  could  not  reach  him. 
It  was  horrible."  Yasel's  father  and  eleven-year-old  brother  are  also  here 
today.   His  mother  drowned  during  the  massacre. 

I  have  interviewed  a  total  of  nine  survivors.  Some  in  Cuba  via 
telephone  and  others  in  person  when  I  visited  Guantanamo.  All  coincide  that 
rescue  efforts  were  purposely  delayed.  The  victimizers  circled  the  defenseless 
vessel  creating  a  whirlpool.  The  lifesavers  were  intentionally  thrown  at  such 
a  distance  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  of  the  victims  to  reach  them.  Yes, 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  Cuban  authorities  even  mocked  and  taunted  these  innocent 
victims  amid  this  terrible  tragedy. 

No  relative  was  given  any  of  the  bodies  for  proper  burial.  Cuban 
officials  from  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  mockingly  responded  that  the 
drowned  were  nothing  but  "counter-revolutionary  dogs".  The  families  held 
wakes  with  only  pictures  as  a  reminder  of  their  loved  ones. 

Rafael  Dausa,  First  Secretary  of  the  Cuban  Interests  Section  here  in 
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Washington  first  described  the  incident  as  "science  fiction".  It  was  only  after 
Pope  John  Paul  II,  President  Clinton,  Members  of  Congress  and  several  Latin 
American  and  European  heads  of  state  raised  their  voices  in  protest  that 
Dausa's  original  version  was  replaced  with  a  promise  of  further  investigation. 
An  investigation  we  are  still  awaiting  and  whose  outcome  is  predictable  given 
the  regime's  abhorant  track  record  human  rights. 

Survivors  and  their  families  were  threatened  and  harrassed  by  officials 
of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior.  Those  who  were  incarcerated  were  forced  to 
appear  on  camera  and  explain  the  "truth"  according  to  the  Cuban  government 
and  to  praise  the  regime  for  its  efforts  to  prevent  further  loss  of  life.  Faithful 
to  his  ideological  soulmate  Joseph  Stalin,  Fidel  Castro  followed  the  old 
tradition  of  tyrants  of  forced  "public  confessions". 

In  August  of  1994  Fidel  Castro  went  on  CNN  in  a  rare  and  desperate 
attempt  to  try  and  convince  the  international  community  that  the  sinking  of 
the  13th  of  March  had  been  an  accident.  The  "prudent"  silence  over  Cuba's 
murderous  sinking  leaves  me  with  no  alternative  but  to  ask  the  following 
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question  in  disbelief:  Has  the  world  grown  so  accustomed  to  the  brutality  of 
the  Cuban  regime  that  this  crime  will  go  unpunished,  as  so  many  before? 
Has  the  international  arena  become  so  used  to  the  savagery  of  Castro's  regime 
that  it  cannot  summon  a  cry  of  outrage  for  the  nearly  40  unarmed  Cuban 
refugees  sent  to  their  deaths? 

Forty-two  (42)  innocent  people  were  murdered;  twenty-three  (23)  of 
them  were  children.  Do  not  deceive  yourselves-listen  to  your  conscience  and 
publicly  declare  that  this  is  genocide.  It  is  the  extermination  of  men,  women 
and  children.  These  are  their  faces.  I  submit  to  this  panel  a  list  of  their 
names.  These  are  only  a  few,  many  others  we  will  never  know. 

I  urge  each  and  every  member  of  this  Congress  to  support  further 
actions  that  will  condemn  Fidel  Castro  before  the  international  community  for 
this  monstrous  crime.  I  urge  each  of  you  to  send  a  strong  message  to  those 
nations  that  invest  in  Cuba  that  they  too  are  to  be  held  accountable  for  the 
crimes  of  the  regime  their  capital  helps  to  sustain.  I  urge  the  Congress  to  set 
limits   and  conditions  on   any   economic   aid   to  countries   which  have 
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investments  in  Cuba,  Mexico  and  Spain  to  name  only  a  few.  Nations  such 
as  Mexico  which  over  the  past  few  weeks  have  come  to  you  seeking 
assistance  to  salvage  their  economic  crisis,  but  which  continue  to  invest  in 
Cuba  and  help  prolong  the  regime  and  the  suffering  of  the  Cuban  people.  I 
implore  you  to  refuse  any  assistance  to  the  Mexican  government  and  to  any 
other  accomplice  of  the  Castro  regime  in  the  tragedy  that  he  has  wrought  in 
our  native  homeland.  As  Cuba's  founding  father,  Jose  Marti,  once 
proclaimed,  Mr.  Chairman,  "To  wimess  a  crime  in  silence  is  to  commit  it." 
Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 
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January  2S,  1995 

Stataaant  of 

Congrasaaan  Banjaain  A.   Oilman 

Baaring  of  tha  Subcoaaittaa  on  Waatam  Baaiaphara  Affaira 

On  tha  Sinking  of  tha  Cuban  Tugboat  "13th  of  March" 

Mr.  Chairaant 

I  would  lika  to  coaaand  you  for  convaning  thia  haaring  to  shad 
additional  light  on  tha  brutal  and  dalibarata  violations  of  human  rights 
parpatratad  laat  July  by  tha  Cuban  govamaant  against  innocant  parsons  aboard 
tha  tugboat,  tha  -13th  of  March". 

Tha  40  innocant  paopla  who  lost  thair  livaa  in  this  incidant  will  net 
hava  diad  in  Tain  if  tha  world  holds  Pidal  Castro  and  hia  raprassiva  ragia* 
accountabla  for  this  ruthlass  act. 

Tha  Unitod  Statas  is  accusad  by  soaa  in  tha  intamational  coaaunity  of 
baing  obsassad  with  Cuba,  particularly  Castro's  htiaan  rights  racerd.   Z  would 
subait  that  avan  if  ours  wara  tha  last  govamaant  on  aarth  willing  to  prass 
this  issua,  wa  should  continua  to  do  so. 

Moraovar,  wa  should  stand  our  ground  with  othar  countrias  and 
organisatioaa  that  appaar  far  too  willing  to  raact  to  tha  rhatoric  about  U.S. 
policy  toward  Cuba  and  than  ignora  tha  cold,  hard  facts  about  Castro's 
raprassion.   Too  of tan,  casas  lika  tha  ona  wa  ara  discussing  today  ara  aat 
with  silanca. 

For  thosa  who  wondar  what  drivaa  our  tough  Cuba  policy,  ask  Maria 
Victoria  Oarcia,  a  survivor  who  lost  har  husband,  har  10-yaar-old  aon,  har 
brothar,  thraa  unclas,  and  two  cousins  who  parishad  on  this  dooaad  Cuban 
tugboat.   Thair  only  criaa  was  to  aaka  a  dasparata  grab  for  a  lifa  with 
f raadoa  and  dignity . 

Tha  graat  tragady  of  this  gross  violation  of  huaaa  righta  is  that  it  is 
not  tha  axcaption,  but  tha  rula  in  Cuba  today. 

In  its  Oacaabar  1992  raport  antitlad,  "Cuba:   Silancing  tha  Voicas  of 
Dissant",  Aanasty  Intamational  aada  tha  following  obsarvationsi 
(QUOTE] 

"In  tha  currant  cliaata,  any  dissant  froa  tha  official  govamaant  lina 
is  liabla  to  ba  puniahad.   Paopla  can  ba  arrastad  and  iapriaonad  for  aiaply 
shouting  or  writing  slogans  critical  of  tha  govamaant....   Thosa  who  try  to 
got  togathar  in  unofficial  groups  and/or  attaapt  to  daaonstrata  thair 
discontant  in  tha  atraats  aay  also  faca  arraat  for  a  variaty  of  offancas." 

Tha  raport  goas  on  to  cita  aany  casas.   For  axaapXat 
[QUOTE] 

"Tha  charga  of  dafaaation  can  ba  brought  against  paopla  who  aiaply 
publicly  criticisad  or  insultad  Prasidant  Fidal  Castro  or  othar  aaabars  of  tha 
govamaant.   For  axaapla,  Angal  Ouarra  was  santancad  to  ona  yaar'a 
iaprisonaont  in  Saptaabar  1991  (without  a  lawyar  prasant),  raportadly  aftar 
ahouting  insults  against  tha  Prasidant,  including  that  ha  was  starring  tha 
Cuban  paopla  to  daath . * 
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Th«  Aanasty  Intamatlonal  llaport  continuasi 
(QUOTB] 

'Bvaslo  Crus  Mas*  and  hia  20-yaar-old  aon  . . .  wara  raportadly  arraatad 
In  Octobar  1991  and  wara  aantancad  to  thraa  yaars'  and  aavan  Monttaa' 
ijipriBonaant,  raapactlvaly,  aftar  so-callad  'raligioua  propaganda'  ralating  to 
tha  Jahovah'a  Hltnaaaaa  was  found  at  tbalr  hoaa  In  Havana."    (SND  QUOTE] 

Bvan  tha  Unltad  Nation*'  Spaclal  Rapportaur  on  Huaan  Rlgbta  in  Cuba,  Mbo 
draw*  many  aubjactiva  conclusions  witb  whicb  wa  ara  in  total  diaaqraaaant. 
■akas  tba  following  condaanation  in  hia  raport  datad  Octobar  19,  1994 t 
(QUOTB] 

"(TJba  major  problaaa  witb  raapact  to  civil  and  political  rigbta  can  b« 
attributad  to  diacriaination  on  political  grounda  and  to  tba  lack  of  fraado* 
of  axpraaaion  and  association....   Paraona  wbo  paacafully  aanifaat  tbair 
disagraaaant  witb  govamaant  policy,  aitbar  as  individuala  or  in  groups...,  or 
wbo  ongaga  in  political  activity,  continua  to  ba  aubjact  to  baraaaaant, 
accusationa,  diaciplinary  aaaauraa  and  priaon  santancas . . . . *      (END  QUOTB] 

Tbia  UN  raport  citad  figuras  for  political  priaonara  approaching  1,000 
paraona  —  not  including  parsons  santoncad  for  "antisocial  bahaviour."   It 
also  lists  caaas  of  spacific  abuaaa  of  buaan  rigbta.   For  axaaplai 
[QUOTB] 

"Rodolfo  Oonsalas  Oonsalas,  a  aaabar  of  tba  Cuban  Coaaittaa  for  Huaan 
Rigbta,  was  arraatad  on  10  Dacaabar  1992  for  fumiabing  anti-govamaant 
Information  to  tba  foraign  aadia.   In  Narcb  1994  ba  waa  aantancad  to  aavaa 
yaara  in  priaon  on  tba  cbarga  of  spraading  anaay  propaganda.   Ha  la  aarving 
bis  santanca  Ouanajay  prison  in  Havana  Provinca....   [DJuring  tbraa  aontbs  of 
datantion  ...  bsfora  ba  was  aovad  to  prison,  ba  was  kapt  in  a  saalad  call  and 
bad  to  alaap  on  a  aatal  sbaat  undar  a  floraacant  ligbt  tbat  bumad  24  boura  a 
day." 

Wbat  waa  Mr.  Oonsalas'  aupposad  criaa?  Trying  to  tall  tha  truth  about 
conditlona  In  Cuba. 

Mr.  Chairman,  tha  casas  and  coaaonplaca,  brutal  tactica  ara  too  nuaarous 
to  aantion  hara.   But  tha  facta  ara  claar  to  thosa  who  want  to  aaa. 

Praadoa  Housa,  tha  Valladaras  Potudation,  and  tba  Cuban  Aaarlcan 
National  Foundation  ara  aavaral  of  tha  othar  groupa  tbat  ara  sbaddlng  light  on 
tha  woaful  buaan  rigbta  racord  of  tba  Caatro  dlctatorahlp. 

Mr.  Cbairaan.   Wa  ara  not  asking  tbat  tha  world  hold  Castro  to  a  highar 
standard.   Wa  ara  talking  about  rock-bottoa,  dacadaa-old  prlnclplaat 
anshrinad  in  tba  Univarsal  Daclaration  of  Buaan  Rigbta  and  tba  Aaarlcan 
Daclaratlon  of  tha  Rights  and  Dutias  of  Man. 

With  aach  passing  day,  Caatro  la  waging  war  on  tha  Cuban  paopla. 
Aaarlcana  —  ragardlasa  of  partisanship  and  politica  —  bava  jolnad  tbat  fight 
on  tba  alda  of  buaan  dignity  and  fraadoa.   And,  our  aoat  foraldabla  waapon  la 
tba  truth. 

I  a»  alao  plaasad  that  ay  collaaguaa  oa  both  sidaa  of  tha  aisla  and  la 
tba  othar  body  bava  baan  closaly  conaultlng  to  draft  laglslatlon  that  will 
halp  Cubana  laava  Fldal  Castro  bahind  and  raconatruct  tbair  country  witb  our 
support.   Aa  Cbairaan  of  tba  Intamational  Ralationa  Coaaittaa,  I  would  Ilka 
to  raport  tbat  wa  will  ba  traating  this  laglslatlon  as  a  priority. 

That  la  why  this  haaring  is  so  iaportant. 
Thank  you,  Mr.  Cbairaan. 
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OFFICIAL  CUBAN  GOVERNMENT  VERSION  OF  THE  13TH  OF  MARCH  SINKING 
BROADCASTED  BY  RADIO  REBELDE  ON  19  JULY  1994 

The  Ministry  of  Interior  has  disseminated  the  following  press  release: 

The  investigation  made  by  the  competent  authorities  in  relation  to  the  event  occurred  during  the 
dawn  of  July  13  where  the  tugboat  "13th  of  March"  sunk  seven  miles  north  of  the  Bay  of  Havana. 

It  has  been  discovered  that  the  sinking  took  place  when  there  was  a  collision  between  this  tugboat 
and  another  one  that  was  trying  to  reach  it. 

The  press  releases  stated  that  the  "13th  of  March"  tugboat  had  been  boarded  by  a  group  of  people 
where  it  was  docked.  The  leaders  of  this  group  where  trying  to  leave  illegally  and  they  did  not 
use  the  communication  medium  in  the  installation  of  the  enterprises  there  before  boarding. 

The  Naval  authorities  had  been  notified  that  this  tugboat  had  been  damaged  and  this  was  known 
by  the  authors  of  the  plan.  Even  then,  in  an  irresponsible  manner  they  did  not  repair  the  damage 
before  performing  the  act. 

To  try  to  stop  the  actions  of  the  tugboat,  three  boats  of  the  Ministry  of  Transport  tried  to 
intercept  it  and  the  maneuvers  they  had  to  perform  to  flilfill  their  mission  resulted  in  this 
regrettable  incident  which  sunk  the  tugboat. 

In  the  vicinity  of  this  area  there  were  two  units  of  the  Cuban  Coast  Guard.  These  went 
immediately  to  help  the  passengers  adrift  at  sea  therefore  becoming  part  of  the  rescue  operations 
of  the  Ministry'  of  Transport. 

The  press  release  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Interior  explained  that  because  the  condition  of  the 
boat,  and  the  strength  of  the  sea,  (Strength  #3)  in  those  first  hours  of  dawn  there  were  only  3 1 
people  rescued  who  were  transported  to  land  and  medically  treated.  The  rest  of  the  people  that 
were  part  of  the  group  disappeared  while  the  principal  leader  is  in  prison. 

This  regrettable  incident  demonstrates  once  again  how  unscrupulous  elements  can  risk  the  lives  of 
numerous  people,  among  them  women  and  children,  in  an  attempt  to  immigrate  illegally  from  our 
country  and  to  be  received  like  heroes  in  the  United  States  whose  authorities,  as  it  is  known,  does 
not  give  them  visas  to  travel  normally. 
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He  had  some  notion  about  how  to  steer  because  he  was  second  in  charge,  and  as  you  understand,  you 
should  know  that  the  patana  and  the  tugboat  are  two  different  types  of  boats. 

With  his  notion  on  how  to  help  us,  of  saving  us  because  the  boat  had  so  much  water  in  it  because  of  the 
pressure  hoses,  because  they  were  aiming  directly  at  the  hole,  directly  to  the  faces  of  the  children. 

The  children  even  had  to  keep  their  faces  down  because  it  was  not  easy  to  breath,  or  swallow,  at  least  for 
the  children.  We  were....we  already  knew  we  were  going  to  sink,  I  had  the  presentment  that  they  Were 
going  to  kill  us  otherwise  they  would  have  stopped. 

Raul  stopped  the  engine,  our  engine.  And  when  he  sees  he  stops  the  engine,  they  do  not  forgive  us,  they 
did  not  even  respect  that  Raul  did  that.   They  sunk  us  in  this  way. 

The  tugboat  that  split  the  popa,  got  ahead  of  us,  and  it  got  on  the  side  of  the  proa  and  split  it.  In  other 
words,  there  was  no  way  to  float,  it  was  sinking  because  the  weight  was  in  the  middle.  Everyone  was 
underneath.    We  were  almost  72  people.   Mostly  women  and  children. 

Of  the  many  people  that  were  on  top,  when  this  disaster  happens  and  we  sink,  float  but  those  tugboats 
withdrew  themselves,  they  disappeared.  They  did  not  throw  us  life  preserver  or  anything.  Nothing.  They 
did  not  give  us  any  help. 

Only  one  tugboat  threw  life  preserver  and  far  fi-om  us  so  that  we  would  not  be  able  to  reach  them.  When 
that  boat  broke  our  stem  a  wooden  box  fell  into  the  water.  When  we  were  in  the  water  the  box  seemed 
very  far  away  and  the  remolino  of  the  sinking  boat  took  it  with  it. 

My  sister  in  law.  Pilar  Almanza  Romero,  was  there  and  her  daughter  Yasel  Pemdin  Almanza  and  her 
uncle  Cayo  was  in  the  hull,  Manuel  Cayo  was  his  name.  Those  are  three  of  my  relatives  that  die.  Then 
when  my  husband  saw  this,  he  was  shocked  and  so  was  my  other  sister  in  law  with  her  child. 

We  went  to  look  for  the  other  child.  But  when  we  are  going  to  jump  off  the  boat,  when  they  are  taking 
me  out  of  the  boat,  I  feel  my  nephew  had  his  little  hand  on  my  foot  but  when  I  went  over  to  reach  him 
my  shoe  fell  off  and  I  could  not  help  him.   That  was  terrible. 

It  was  then  that  I  saw  my  bother  in  law  come  out  with  his  Sergito  [his  son],  the  smaller  child.  I  was 
relieved  because  at  least  I  have  one  nephew  left,  you  understand?  I  took  him  and  we  remained  with  them. 

The  Griffm  came.  [Cuban  Coast  Guard].  The  Griffin  was  the  only  one  that  helped  us,  that  threw  us  life 
preservers.    But  the  tugboats  had  stopped.   They  did  not  do  anything. 

Later,  after  the  Griffm  came,  a  motor  boat  came  and  picked  up  six  or  seven  people  including  a  child  that 
looked  like  a  little  frog,  she  was  inflated  because  of  so  much  water.  Bit  her  mother  decided  to  save  her 
and  she  was  saved.    She  was  three  years  old. 

^^^len  we  saw  this  we  remained  until  dawn  in  the  Griffm.  VvTien  I  got  on  the  Griffm  I  went  towards  them 
and  I  insulted  them,  I  told  them  they  were  murderers,  that  they  did  not  feel  any  pity  for  the  children,  that 
they  say  there  are  a  lot  of  privileges  for  children  here  ,  for  the  elderly.  They  even  allowed  some  elderly 
to  die  there. 

Many  children,  almost  23  children  were  dead  inside.  This  is  something  else.  The  people  are  revolted. 
People  are  desperate  to  get  any  information.  They  want  to  know  about  the  cadavers  that  are  down  there, 
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imprisoned  in  the  hull.  Roberto  Robaina  [Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  in  Cuba]  says  that  we  knew  that 
the  tugboat  was  broken  when  we  left  port.  He  said  it  was  our  negligence. 

Do  you  think  that  we  were  going  to  risk  the  lives  of  children  and  women  with  a  boat  in  disrepair.  We 
knew  that  there  was  a  lot  of  sea  ahead  of  us.  Because  from  here  to  there  in  a  m^  it  does  not  look  like 
much  but  in  real  life  it  is  90  or  70  miles.   You  understand? 

They  also  said  that  that  was  a  relic,  that  that  tugboat  was  a  Second  World  War  boat.  That  is  true.  It  was 
old.  But  it  had  just  been  repaired. 

When  I  went  to  Villa  Marista  [Detention  Center  for  the  Ministry  of  Interior]  to  take  some  cleaning  things 
for  my  husband  and  my  brother  in  law,  I  asked  [the  State  Security  Agents]  why  did  the  newspaper  say 
that  the  boat  simk  because  of  a  negligence. 

I  told  them  that  that  was  not  tnie.  And  I  asked  why  they  lied.  They  [the  State  Security  agents]  were  upset. 
They  called  me  names,  they  called  me  worms,  counterrevolutionary.  I  accepted  it  because  I  am  not  in 
agreement  with  this  govenmient. 

And  I  will  say  it  anywhere.  I  know  that  I  am  going  to  be  persecuted.  We,  the  survivors,  are  watched  ail 
the  time-worse  than  labor  leaders,  worse  than  Fidel.  But  I  ask  those  at  Villa  Marista— So?  How  about 
those  that  sunk  us?    How  about  those  murderers  of  our  children  and  our  relatives? 

There  were  some  children  that  lost  their  mothers.  For  instance,  my  nephew.  He  knows  he  lost  her.  Bit 
the  worst  of  all  is  that  he  knows  he  lost  her.  And  he  asked  me  like  a  child.  As  a  child  he  is  a  better 
witness.  He  asks  if  the  deep  sea  water  divers  can  take  out  fish  fromt  he  aquarium  bwhy  can't  they  fmd 
his  mother  and  brother? 
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TRANSCRIPT  FROM  CUBAN  GOVERNMENT 
RADIO  BROADCAl^r  (Radio  RebeD  ON  JULY  13,  1994: 

Another  attenpt  to  illegally  leave  the  country  failed  this  morning 
after  the  boat  capsized  seven  miles  from  the  coast.  At 
approximately  3:00  a.m.  this  morning,  anti-social  elements  took  the 
March  13th  tugboat  from  Havana  harbor's  Occidental  Teirminal.  In  an 
attempt  to  leave  the  country  the  boat  capsized  seven  miles  from  the 
coast.  State  vessels  and  coast  guard  authorities  managed  to  rescue 
31  people;  20  men,  5  women,  and  6  minors.  But  there  are  still  an 
undetermined  number  of  people  missing.  Our  competent  authorities 
continue  to  investigate  this  matter. 


SPEECH  BY  CUBAN  ARMED  FORCES  MINISTER 
RAUL  CASTRO  ON  JULY  26,  1994: 

Now  some  are  trying  to  teUce  advantage,  without  scruples,  of  the 
leunentable  accident  of  the  (March  13th)  tugboat.  Which  took  the 
life  of  thirty  people,  etmongst  them  women  and  children.  They  were 
linked  with  the  attempt  to  illegally  leave  the  country.  For  those 
lives  lost  on  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  we  must  first  accuse  the 
United  States  and  its  permanent  aggressive  stance  toward  our 
country . 

The  Cuban  authorities  have  investigated  this  case  extensively.  And 
have  provided  detailed  information  on  how  these  tragic  events 
occurred.  If  half  of  the  passengers  from  the  tug-boat  were  saved 
from  this  catastrophe,  it  was  thanks  to  the  timely  and  heroic 
action  of  the  coast  guard  authorities  that  rescued  31  people  from 
their  death. 

These  workers  generously  gave  their  own  life  jackets  to  the 
drotming  passengers.  Our  investigations  of  the  incident  are  so 
thorough,  that  even  the  survivors  of  the  accident  have  helped 
clarify  the  incident. 

We  reject  with  all  our  energy  the  hypocritical  and  venomous  anti- 
Cuban  ceunpaign  orchestrated  around  this  incident.  And  we  reject 
any  interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  our  sovereign  country 
by  the  United  States  or  any  other  country.  The  State  Department, 
the  Congress  or  President  Clinton  have  no  right  whatsoever  to 
meddle  in  an  event  that  is  in  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
sovereign  government  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba. 
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TESTIMONY  OF  TUGBOAT  SURVIVOR  MARIA  VICTORIA  SUAREZ 
IN  HAVANA,  CUBA  ON  OR  ABOUT  JULY  15,  19M 
(Maria  Victoria  is  currently  still  living  in  Cuba): 

We  saw  two  tugboats  come  behind  us.  They  ceune  along  side  and 
started  shooting  at  us  with  water  cannons.  Then  we  kept  going  and 
told  then  not  to  hurt  us  because  we  had  children  with  us.  We 
showed  then  the  children  and  they  kept  on  shooting  water.  Then  two 
nore  boats  cane  about  seven  miles  off  shore  and  they  surrounded  us 
on  all  four  sides.  The  four  boats  shot  water  at  us  and  reunmed  us. 
They  also  poured  water  on  the  deck  to  try  and  metke  us  tip  over. 

Then  the  boat  behind  us  shot  us  with  water  cannons  with  tremendous 
pressure.  So  then  we  had  to  close  the  cabin  door  so  the  engine 
wouldn't  get  wet.  Then  they  rammed  into  our  boat  and  broke 
everything.  Then  the  boats  on  the  sides  started  ramming  us  until 
they  broke  the  right  side  of  our  boat  and  capsized  it,  and  we  sank 
quickly.  We  all  went  down  into  the  water  when  the  boat  sank 
immediately. 

Those  of  us  that  were  on  deck  tried  to  climb  up  from  the  water. 
The  water  was  very  deep.  I  was  carrying  my  child.  I  did  not  let 
him  go.  I  surfaced,  but  I  don't  know  how  to  swim.  I  surfaced 
again  and  I  went  down  again.  When  I  siurfaced,  I  saw  a  drotimed 
woman  floating  next  to  me.  I  held  on  to  her  floating  body  with  my 
child,  but  there  were  too  many  waves.  My  child  had  already 
drowned . 

QUB8TI0M  FROM  IMTBRVIEWBR:   "How  old  was  your  child?" 

He  was  ten.  He  would  have  been  eleven  on  August  2nd.  He  had 
already  drowned  but  I  continued  carrying  him.  I  was  holding  him 
but  his  body  was  lifeless.  But  I  had  to  hold  on  to  him  because 
maybe  he  could  have  been  revived. 

I  did  not  want  the  fish  to  eat  him.  So  I  grabbed  him  and  I  held  on 
to  a  board  that  had  some  children  and  men  on  top.  But  the  board 
tipped  over  and  everyone  fell  on  top  of  me.  That's  when  I  lost  my 
child.   I  couldn't  grab  him.   It  was  too  dark. 

I  was  with  my  son,  my  husband,  my  brother,  three  uncles  and  two 
cousins. 

QUB8TIOM  FROM  IMTBRVIEWBR:   "Have  they  all  diaappaarad?" 
Yes,  they  have  all  disappeared. 
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TESTIMONY  FROM  TUGBOAT  SURVIVOR 

JUAN  DELPD^O,  GIVEN  AT  GUANTANAMO  NAVAL 

BASE  ON  OR  ABOUT  OCTOBER  15,  1994: 


We  left  Cuba  with  the  solemn  duty  to  denounce,  to  speak  to  the 
world  for  those  people  who  died.  For  the  people  who  didn't  survive 
the  voyage. 

For  the  children  that  we  saw  floating.  For  those  people  who  bemged 
on  the  cabin  door,  trapped  inside  the  tugboat,  that  sank  in  less 
than  a  minute.  They  banged  on  the  door  with  their  hands.  Those 
sounds  that  we  heard  will  never  be  forgotten.  They  are  an  eternal 
terrible  nightmare  for  us. 

For  all  those  people  we  had  to  escape.  Now  we  can  never  return  to 
Cuba.  Because  as  long  as  Fidel  is  in  power,  he  will  never  forgive 
any  of  us  for  having  survived. 
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